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ABSTRACT

This research is of three objectives: 1) to study Suttasangaha in terms of
the history of an arranger, its structure, contents, characteristic of compilation, literary
style and its inscription on palm leaves, 2) to transliterate Suttasangaha from the
original Pali in Khmer to Pali in Thai language and then to translate it into Thai
language and 3) to analytically study its consistency with the Sutta compiled in
Suttasangaha. The research type is documentary. Researcher had taken original
Sattasangaha scripture written in Khmer-pali from national library then transliterated
into Thai-pali finally again translated into Thai language. An analysis of biography of
author, its structure, contents, characteristic of compilation, literary style, inscription
on palm leaves, its consistency with Sutta and social value found in scripture were
included.

The research findings were that Suttasangaha is the scripture in which
Suttas were compiled by a Myanmar Buddhist monk named Ariyavangsa while living
in Mahavihara about 13" century A.D,; it was not included in Buddha’s teachings. In
Myanmar, it has been honoured as same category of Tipitaka, grouped in Suttanta
Tipitaka. This Suttasangaha, composed of 8 volumes, taken from national library has
been classified into 7 groups: 1) 6 Suttas are concerned with giving, 2) 6 Suttas are
focused on precepts, 3) 5 Suttas are devoted to explanation of heaven, 4) 5 Suttas
are referred to harmful aspects of sensual pleasure, 5) 31 Suttas are concerned with
householders’ activities, 6) 14 Suttas are explained about rejoice of merit and 7) 18

Suttas are focused on the ascetic practices. Totally 85 Suttas are calculated. Its



characteristic of compilation contains 2 types; 1) prose and 2) poem. It has 3 literary
styles; 1) usage of nouns 2) usage verbs and 3) usage of indeclinable vocabulary. The
inscription with Khmer-pali characters has been written on palm leaves preserved in
national library of Thailand named as Suttasangaha. Researcher had transliterated
from Khmer-pali version into Thai-pali then finally translated into Thai language
again.

In the analysis of its consistency of Suttas compiled in Suttasangaha, 8
volumes have been divided into; 1) in the first volume, Suttasangaha compiled by a
Myanmar Buddhist monk named Ariyavngsa obviously showed its consistency with
Tipitaka, commentaries by selecting significant words in Tipitaka to explain in
commentaries and sub-commentaries which provide clear comprehension for
example in Kaladanasutta, the word ‘Kaladana’ etymologically signifies ‘Yuttadana’
in commentaries which means the proper giving, 2) in second volume such as
Upasakacandhalasutta, the word ‘Ugly Upasaka’ etymologically means the worst
Upasaka in commentaries, 3) In third volume such as Chattamanvakavimana, the
word ‘Kamaraganusaya’ refers to defilement in inborn trait in commentary, 4) In
fourth volume such as Devaditasutta, the word ‘Nirayapala’ means a person who
performs his duty on punishing men in hell, 5) In fifth volume such as
Sukarapotikavattu, in commentaries, the word ‘36 kinds of thirst’ refers to three
types of craving (Sensual craving, existence craving, non-existence craving) hinging on
6 internal sense-fields (3x6=18), hinging on 6 external sense-fields (3x6=18) totally 36
streams, 6) In sixth volume, in Lokanuvicaranamaharajasutta, in commentaries, word
‘observing of Uposatha’ means making resolution in taking precepts; 8 precepts, 8
times in a month, 7) In seventh volume, in Mahasamayasutta, word ‘Metta and
Karuna’ means deities who were born by power of loving-kindness and compassion
meditation cultivated in previous lives, 8) In eighth volume, in Tuvatakasutta, the
word ‘roots of diversified defilement’” means the root of diffuse Dhamma, it basically
refers to ignorance, distracted attention, pride of self, non-moral shame, non-moral
fear and distraction etc.

In analysis of social value in Suttasangaha, it was divided into;1) 6 Suttas

are concerned with social value on giving (dana) such as in Kaladanasutta, this giving



moral is basic sacrifice of people in society. With giving, loving-kindness will grow
peaceful society, 2) 6 Suttas are focused on social value on precepts (morality) such
as Mahanamasutta. It is true that moral people with five or eight precepts will
develop society in correct way, 3) 5 Suttas are devoted to social value on ways of
heaven (good ways) such as Dhammahadayavibhangasutta, it shows that those who
always give and observe eight precepts will reach heaven or developed world, 4) 5
Suttas are explained in social value on disadvantages of sensual pleasure such as
Devadutasutta presents ways to avoid 10 unwholesome actions which leads to
decline or even the worst to society, 5) 31 Suttas are concerned with social value on
householders’ activities or duties of people such as Parabhavasutta etc. it presents
duty of children to take care their parents which lead to no degradation, in opposite
with looking after their parents, children will gain a lot of advantages, 6) 14 Suttas are
focused on social value in rejoice on merit such as Nidhikandhasutta presents the
kinds of persons who should be offered in order develop themselves which provide
social value. They will be happy in this world and next life, 7) 18 Suttas are
explained in social value on ascetic practices or duty of ascetics such as
Andhakavintasutta advises new ordained Bhikkhus to follow 5 dhammas such as
restraint by the monastic code of discipline etc. which lead to development and

prosperity. This signifies great values to society and Buddhism.
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