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ABSTRACT

The objectives of this research include: 1) To study people’s consciousness
and opportunity in local governance process specifically on participation and
transparency of Tambon administration organization, non-government organization
and cultural organization in Ubonratchathani province; 2) To study the obstacles of
people’s consciousness and opportunity in local governance process specifically on
participation and transparency and; 3) To study factors affecting people’s
consciousness and opportunity in local governance process specifically on
participation and transparency. It is a qualitative research through in-depth interview
with open-ended questions. The information was gathered from: 15 beneficiaries and
representatives of Tambon administration organization; 15 beneficiaries and staff of
non-government organization and; 15 villagers and temple’s monks.

Findings of this research include:

1. People’s consciousness and opportunity in local governance process
specifically on participation and transparency: As each organization has its own
approach, the levels of consciousness and opportunity in participation and
transparency are, thus, different. For Tambon administration organization (TAO): A
community meeting is organized once a year to open opportunity for villagers to
express their views and make decision in prioritizing projects. Most villagers participate
the meeting. However, there are some villagers that do not participate. Special
activities are, thus, organized by TAO to motivate them to participate. After that there
is a meeting on drafting TAO annual budget that villagers are neither interested in

participating. For non-government organization: Participatory approach is used to get



access to the disadvantaged groups, listen and value the views of the target groups,
open opportunity for them to cooperatively identify problems and solutions, educate
the target groups to find channels to get access to their rights and related agencies’
services in relation to the issues transparently and equitably. For cultural
organization: Participation is a result of people’s consciousness and faith towards the
temple. They voluntarily organize themselves to support the temple. Meanwhile, the
temple open opportunity for the people to participate by listening and valuing the
villagers’ views since the appointment of the temple’s abbot was under the consent
of the villagers. In addition, the temple opens opportunity for villagers to get access
to information for decision making in its administration and financial management.

2. Obstacles of people’s consciousness and opportunity in local governance
process specifically on participation and transparency: The crucial issue concerning
TAO is that the people and civil society do not have opportunity to search in-depth
information for identifying problems and needs. The proposed projects are, thus, not
from the awareness of the people within the community. This causes the lack of
people’s participation and transparency in other TAO processes such as budget draft,
project implementation and monitoring. In addition, the gap of information and
communication between TAO and the people affects the lack of people’s
consciousness in participation and cause the people to understand that all this process
is under the responsibility of TAO and the people are only the rights holders and
beneficiaries. The obstacle found with non-government organization is that it is not a
long-term projects and it causes the lack of continuity of people’s participation. The
obstacle of the cultural organization is that the role of the temple is still limited in
linking other organizations or institutions to commonly participate in the governance
process.

3. Factors affecting people’s consciousness and opportunity in local
governance process specifically on participation and transparency: All the three
organizations focus on structural participation and transparency. However, there are
factors affecting the intensiveness of its participation and transparency. For the TAO:
The lack of opportunity of the people to get access to information is the main cause
that the people do not participate in in-depth brainstorming, making decision,
implementing, and monitoring the projects. This causes the tendency of the people
to think that the administration of TAO is not transparent and efficient. For non-
government organization: Multi-levels of information are searched and used including
through secondhand information from related agencies and in-depth information from

the participation of the people. This helps clarifying the information of the



disadvantaged groups. This process builds trust and voluntary participation of the
disadvantaged groups in indentifying their problems and needs, realizing the principle
of human rights, having information to get access to their rights and services from
related agencies transparently, equitably, thoroughly and relevantly. For cultural
organization: People’s participation on reinforcing transparency is through two factors:
The first one is faith of the people and their civil society towards the organization
specifically the leader of the organization that was appointed through the consent of
the people. In addition, the quality characters of the leader are also crucial including
honesty, equality, sharing and non-discrimination; the second factor is the
administration and financial management of the leader which is open and
decentralized to the people to be responsible and transparently monitor the

implementation of the organization.
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‘%Gisselquist, Rachel M., Good Governance as a Concept, and Why This Matters for
Development Policy, UNU-WIDER World Institute for Development Economics Research, Working
Paper No. 2012/30, 2012, p.6.

“Ibid., p.6.
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““United Nations Economic and Social Commission for Asia and the Pacific (UNESCAP),
What is Good Governance, www.unescap.org/sites/default/files/good-governance.pdf/, p.1.
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*%lhid., Gisselquist, Rachel M., Good Governance as a Concept, and Why This Matters
for Development Policy, p.1.
*“Ibid., Gisselquist, Rachel M, p.2.
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*"bid., United Nations Economic and Social Commission for Asia and the Pacific
(UNESCAP), What is Good Governance, p.1-3.

S ENaWEn, UISENR gissadlay, Msadnessaniuvialudeaulng, v mleo-mm.

*“Ibid., Gisselquist, Rachel M., Good Governance as a Concept, and Why This Matters
for Development Policy, p.8.
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“|bid., United Nations Economic and Social Commission for Asia and the Pacific
(UNESCAP), What is Good Governance, p.1.

“lbid., United Nations Economic and Social Council, Participatory governance and
citizens’ engagement in policy development, service delivery and budgeting, p.c.
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Uszinamlan (Worldwide Governance Indicators) Ineugneaniiu o if uiazdffiazuuy
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bid., Gisselquist, Rachel M., Good Governance as a Concept, and Why This Matters
for Development Policy, p.5.
““Ibid., UNESCAP, What is Good Governance, p.1.
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““World Bank, Worldwide Governance Indicators,
http://info.worldbank.org/governance/wgi/index.aspx#thome (November 12, 2015).

PPEIUED, NTUNIIAANT NTENTITTUSTIY, witlastgndmSuussvivy ABUIIENTTGAT
NA. b&eR, WU o

PEUE, WirnsraAnsel, deuaulag ;jamﬂ@ﬁaﬂlaé'wmsﬁnmlma%ﬁvwﬁ, PN o

TEHE, NTUNITAIEUT N3ENTITRILSTIY, wiglnsUgndmiuuszvnru neudnfiiensEgns,
N 0R0-0RE.


http://info.worldbank.org/governance/wgi/index.aspx#home

cdo)

nsgNInuAANTal (oede) WAlMHuI uialfaudidgluanuanenia
seminanyed udanuavenadentuyd lddudulufensautuouveiuies udduse
mudensdlulavesuyudasegianun Weuyudlussuumdulivenss denumywdfduiman
uanantiy Yoty ngvane ﬁLﬁuﬂgmwéﬁ drAuvInn1sAne Wauildwe Auesiniy
Aosfinfudsdundeiatulaliiani Lildeildnulassnuene uasdsduliianvinasd
wlsiosnnih deiludsaulneglussduanuidndaivinfidengninuuutl wfagufiFom
npmnewatesydivanarsdeanudila Hula wionfuassmmavauidsuazasuazida
pgnanAnIAN"
ailiidonssduinananuilond nsuisuennguLenwan nsidenUfod &
Usinglunselaslgn meudenseges Urfinind dddigns gniinmenisieunsense
dmeurdaeu namdsnsdsaensssy Wuvsng vemszaiyns lnslanglumned «
fifurannuensn (yaladunazesnuiudu) Aegnerannin wlduszwgAdenlaidy
Uselowu (1@eme) sl LsmmawiqumwiuLﬂuﬂivimumam Lmﬁmﬂiqumwlumu
Uselevinons melmﬂsqumawlmL‘LJuUiviasuumaﬂumﬂwnaulwmm indeviediey
ndnvinegsiu lnldussngideiidulsslesddeauiislddnluiveula wiidsinogedu
ndnvioehatus
Rachel M. Gisselquist, Rachel M. (boe) lé’ﬂzﬂ'nﬁa?aﬁ@ﬂmumsmﬁmamn
flgnanannisnainaesiudu (coruption) n1sldANTULTS (violence) wazAuBIN9Y
(poverty) Fevianuamdutladeivinliaaullsela ausiuns nsidiusiunaziasningu
g usouweas
o.e.c twnudludymsssuivia lneduanneuiasseiuyanaiediu
nnd dausnglu neglaslgn meudimenszgns 8Awan b&/bee “03311 (A1ulUINND
walAennd anufunnd wagdeufuRlrdennudunnd) Wumiuiseauwdmieuse
onAatiavaty arulaiazesla auliinssndadeuny doumundsn Juun (Audnng)
santhuisanumiandousdaonmasssusianats auarensla AuinsIndasound gou
AR
wszlaslgn Iinanfshdsiiduanuazeneseuiy fesinglunszgns daan
Tu1m §9AnRTIng bm/m,e “MasAamNazoIYRRUIU ABAYRIEABN1EYITA (AW

“1ud7, WIgnIruANsal, deruduleg 'sjamﬂﬂﬁaﬂiaﬁwmiﬁnwﬂma%ﬁ‘v!‘wﬁ, PN
obE-0b.

P, NIUNTAEUT NTENTITIRUsTIY, weglastgndwmsuussvivy aaudidtensegns,
P oe.

“Ibid., Gisselquist, Rachel M., Good Governance as a Concept, and Why This Matters
for Development Policy, p.6.
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578991993 38ulgune N15HEIUTINYRIUTEYNYU Y89 Mansuri, Ghazala wag Rao,
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119U52n159nUsEmARIaIRRINT Nan1533enudn nsewanduaulalunisidusiuly
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from Developing Countries, Policy Research Working Paper 6139, The World Bank, 2012, pp. 2-15.

“° Chfamba, Ephraim, Confronting the challenges and barriers to community
participation in rural development initiatives in Duhera district, ward 12 Zimbabwe,
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(PAR) WITH SMALL-SCALE MINERS IN KENYA, Literature Review on Active Participation and Human

Rights Research and Advocacy, USA, 2010, p.16.
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Abstract

The objectives of this research include: 1) To study people’s consciousness
and opportunity in local governance process specifically on participation and
transparency of Tambon administration organization, non-government organization
and cultural organization in Ubonratchathani province; 2) To study the obstacles of
people’s consciousness and opportunity in local governance process and; 3) To study
factors affecting people’s consciousness and opportunity in local governance process.

Findings of this research include:

1. People’s consciousness and opportunity on participation and
transparency: As each organization has its own approach, the levels of consciousness
and opportunity in participation and transparency are, thus, different. For Tambon
administration organization: A community meeting is organized once a year to open
opportunity for villagers to express their views and make decision in prioritizing
projects. Tambon administration organization organizes activities to motivate most
villagers to participate the meeting. After that there is a meeting on drafting annual
budget in which most people are not interested. For non-government organization:
The disadvantaged groups are reached by listening and valuing their views to be aware
of identifying problems and solutions. The target groups are informed to find channels
to get access to their rights for solving problems transparently and equitably. For
cultural organization: Participation is a result of people’s consciousness and faith
towards the temple. They voluntarily organize to support the temple. Meanwhile, the
temple opens opportunity for the people to participate by listening and valuing the
villagers” views since the appointment of the temple’s abbot was under the consent
of the villagers. Opportunity is also opened for villagers to gain information for decision
making in temple’s administration and financial management.

2. Obstacles of people’s consciousness and opportunity on participation and
transparency: The crucial issue concerning Tambon administration organization is that
the people and civil society lack opportunity to search in-depth information for

identifying problems and needs. The proposed projects are, thus, not from the
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awareness of the people within the community. This causes the lack of people’s
participation in other stages including budget draft, project implementation and
monitoring. In addition, the gap of information and communication between Tambon
administration organization and the people crucially affects the lack of people’s
consciousness in participation and cause the people to understand that all these
stages are under the responsibility of Tambon administration organization. The people
only realize that they are the rights holders or beneficiaries. The obstacle found with
non-government organization is that it is not a long-term project and it causes the lack
of continuity of people’s participation. The obstacle of the cultural organization is that
the role of the temple is still limited in linking other organizations or institutions to
commonly participate in the good governance process.

3. Factors affecting people’s consciousness and opportunity on participation
and transparency: All the three organizations focus on structural participation and
transparency. However, there are factors affecting the intensiveness of its participation
and transparency. For Tambon administration organization: The lack of opportunity of
the people to get access to information is the main cause that the people do not
participate in in-depth brainstorming, making decision, implementing, and monitoring
the projects. This causes the people to think that some parts of the administration of
Tambon administration organization are not transparent and efficient. For non-
government organization: Multi-levels of information are used from secondhand
information of related agencies and in-depth information from the participation of the
people. This helps clarifying the information of the disadvantaged groups and builds
trust among them to voluntarily participate in indentifying problems and needs and
having information to get access to their rights to solve the problems transparently
and equitably. For cultural organization: People’s participation on transparency is
through two factors: The first one is faith of the people towards the organization
specifically the leader of the organization that was appointed by the consent of the
people. In addition, the quality characters of the leader include honesty, non-
discrimination and sharing for all; the second factor is the administration and financial
management of the leader which is opened and decentralized to the people to be

responsible for transparent implementation of the organization.

Keywords: Consciousness: Local Governance: Opportunity
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