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ABSTRACT

This research aims at 1) To study Rice berry management process and
strengthening of all smallholder farmers system 2) To study policy factors that affect
to Rice berry cultivation process of the smallholder farmers in Pattani province and 3)
To propose the strengthening building process of smallholder Rice berry farmers in
Pattani province as qualitative research. Researchers collect field data and document
analysis. The sample used to collect qualities data of 36 people include: 30 of
smallholder Rice berry farmers from Mae Lan, Mayo and Nong Chik Districts, 6 of
academies and state officials involved in the agricultural sector. The instruments used

in the research were focus group and questionnaire.

The research found that

1. In the field of Rice berry management process for maximum efficiency,
farmers must have knowledge of Rice berry production cost management until pre-
planting, during planting, harvesting and product distribution periods. In addition,
farmers should have a way of Rice berry processing into other products that able to
respond healthy customers’” demand such as healthy drinks, food for health and
utilities to solve agricultural output overflows problem in some periods. In the field
of all smallholder farmers system, government agencies must be responsible to
encourage farmers to reduce their production costs as much as possible such as Rice
berry processing into consumer goods including the promotion of Rice berry
distribution channels to increase such as fair of agricultural products at the provincial
fair for example: Thai Red Cross Fair, Thongfah market Fair and Pracharat markets or
Modern trade.

2. Policy factors that affect to Rice berry cultivation process of the

smallholder farmers in Pattani province are 2 factors include: Policy factor that affect



to Rice berry cultivation process of the smallholder farmers in provincial level is
Restoration of Abandoned Rice Field policy because that is a policy that the
government wants to revive the desolate land to be able to agricultural again which
some areas are not suitable for rice growing all varieties so have to support for other
types of agricultural such as oil palm, coconut etc. that result as the area of Rice
berry and other varieties fields to decreased. And

3. Policy factor that affect to Rice berry cultivation process of the
smallholder farmers is Collaborative Farming policy that the government want to
encourage the farmers to aggregation and joint management to reduce production
costs, promote technology to increase Rice berry productivity that policy is an
intervention of farmers' production system to damage due in the year 2015, the
government sector encouraged farmers to grow Rice berry in large quantities because
that is the high market demand at that time but lack of marketing planning and good
product management that effect to Rice berry cultivation of all smallholder farmers
system in Pattani province because of the amount of Rice berry overflow, price falls,
farmer loses especially the progressive farmers group who were interested in Rice
berry cultivation early when they encounter such problems that result as many new
smallholder farmers decided to abandon the cultivation of Rice berry and return
back to planting other varieties rice that market clearly demands.

4. The strengthening building process of smallholder Rice berry farmers in
Pattani province that related to 10 good managements are cultivation, productivity,
packaging, marketing, logistics, production costs, agricultural academic skills, public
relations, government policy and a rice farmers network building sectors. These 10
good managements are strengthening process building for smallholder farmers, this
strengthening, the farmers must start by themselves and government agencies are
just behind supporting that will sustainable strengthening building of smallholder

farmers.
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Abstract

This article presents the strengthening building process of smallholder
Riceberry farmers in Pattani province that caused by the agricultural extension policy
factors are (@) Restoration of Abandoned Rice Field policy and (e) Collaborative
Farming policy. The research found that both policies are intervention of farmers’
production systems to cause damage because in the woed&, Provincial Agricultural
Office encouraged farmers to grow Rice berry in large quantities but lack of marketing
planning and ¢ood product management that result as both of new and old
smallholder farmers that participating in these projects have been thoroughly
affected because of the amount of Riceberry overflow, price falls and farmers loses
that effect to the whole rice production system in Pattani province and many farmers
decided not to plant Riceberry as well as other rice varieties. At present, there are
not many remaining farmers participating in these projects. Therefore, the
strengthening building process means understandings in @o good managements are
cultivation, productivity, packaging, marketing, logistics, production costs, agricultural
academic skills, public relations, government policy and the rice farmers’ network
building sectors. These managements are the strengthening building by starting from
the farmers themselves and the government agencies are just auxiliary that will cause

of the sustainable strength.

Keywords: Rice berry rice, the strengthening building process, the smallholder

farmers in Pattani province, the abandoned rice field, collaborative farming.
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