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Abstract

This objectives of this research were: 1) to study the essential
contents of the curriculum of Dhamma Studies; 2) to study the essential
contents of the school curriculum in the subject of Buddhist Studies; 3) to
analytically compare the accordance and difference of the essential contents
between the Curriculum of Dhamma Studies and the Curriculum of Buddhist Studies
in Thai schools; and 4) to analyze the relation of the essential contents of Curricula
of Dhamma Studies and Buddhist Studies in Thai schools.

This research is qualitative with specific choosing of 3 Key informants
sample groups, i.e.1) 5 outstanding administrators of educational institutions; 2) 5
monks teaching morals; and 3) 30 students of Dhamma Studies from the outstanding
educational institutions. The collective information is made by in-depth interviews;
and the tools used in the research are: the interviewing form, the analysis of the
contents from related documents, and the Empirical Investigation.

From the research, it is found that:

1) The essential contents of teaching-study curriculum of Dhamma Studies
consist of the structure of 4 key subjects, i.e. for Elementary Level: Dhamma Solving
Essay, Dhammas, Buddha’s Background and Religious Ceremonies, and Vinayas (the
Five Sila and the Five Dhammas); for Secondary Level, the added-up are the subjects
of Buddha’s Disciples’ Backeround and Religious Ceremonies, and Vinaya
(Uposathaslla); and for the Advanced Level, the added-up are the subjects of
Buddha’s Boundary Background, and Vinaya (Kammapatha). In each level, there will
be more details of the contents, respectively, and emphasizing on theories. The
management of teachings and studies is under study institutes, evaluations under the
examination arrangement of the Central Dharma Testing Service Headquarters of
Thailand.



2) The subject of Buddhist Studies in Thai schools has its curriculum
structure synthesized in the group of the Triple Gems of the Buddha, the Buddha’s
Dhamma teachings and the Monks of which each item consists of the other
synthesized Dhamma principles as the minor structure, i.e. the Three Teachings for
Primary School Level, the Four Noble Truths for High School Level, with different
content details according to each school grade. The connection of Dhamma
principles and other related ones in the subject of Buddhist Studies are emphasized;
the essential contents are to bring faith towards the Triple Gems to students and to
emphasize the practices, religious ceremonies, Buddhists’ duties and manners that
they can apply to their daily lives. The subject of Buddhist Studies is in the group of
Social Studies, with the index making according to the objectives of learning, and the
clear measurement of learning evaluation.

3) The curriculum of Dhamma Studies is mostly not in accordance with the
curriculum of Buddhist Studies in Thai schools because of the difference of each
curriculum; for instance, in some Dhamma principles, there are matching Dhammas
but the essential contents are different. Analyzing according to each subject, it is
found that the subjects of the Buddha’s Background and Religious Ceremonies, the
Buddha’s Disciples’ Background and Religious Ceremonies and Buddha’s Boundary
Background have the most conformity with the curriculum of Buddhist Studies in
each range.

4) In conclusion, the Curriculum of Dhamma Studies in Elementary Level,
Secondary Level and Advanced Level is differently related to the subject of Buddhist
Studies in schools in each range. It can be seen that the curriculum of Dhamma
Studies is very least related to the subject of Buddhist Studies in the first range. In
the subject by subject analysis, it is found that the subjects of Buddha’s Background
and Religious Ceremonies, Buddha’s Disciples’ Background and Religious Ceremonies
and Buddha’s Boundary Background are mostly related to the curriculum of the
subject of Buddhist Studies in schools more than other subjects; and the subject of
Dhamma Solving Essay has no connected relation with the curriculum of Buddhist
Studies in schools in every educational range.

The way to promote Dhammas and Dhamma Studies in educational
institutes consists of 3 important factors, i.e. administrators, monks teaching morals
and students in that the administrators are the ones who set up policies and have
such the roles to initiate and give opportunities for studying and teaching Dhamma
Studies in the educational institutes; monks teaching morals are the ones whose

roles are to coordinate with schools, perform activities to enhance the means of



Buddhist practices together with schools, arrange the curriculum of studying and
teaching Dhamma Studies for students to gain knowledge and understanding of
Dhamma principles of teachings in order to be able in bringing them to really use in
their daily lives. All in all, most students share their opinions that the curriculum of
Dhamma Studies has too difficult contents to understand in the limited period of
time; this causes students not able to correctly understand Dhammas. Suggests are
to arrange more study time and to adjust curriculum contents to be easily

understood, including to use techniques that the students can increasingly learn.
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Abstract

This objectives of this research were: 1) to study the essential
contents of the curriculum of Dhamma Studies; 2) to study the essential
contents of the school curriculum in the subject of Buddhist Studies; 3) to
analytically compare the accordance and difference of the essential contents
between the Curriculum of Dhamma Studies and the Curriculum of Buddhist Studies
in Thai schools; and 4) to analyze the relation of the essential contents of Curricula
of Dhamma Studies and Buddhist Studies in Thai schools.

This research is qualitative with specific choosing of 3 sample groups, i.e.1)
5 outstanding administrators of educational institutions; 2) 5 monks teaching morals;

and 3) 30 students of Dhamma Studies from the outstanding educational institutions.
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The collective information is made by in-depth interviews; and the tools used in the
research are: the interviewing form, the analysis of the contents from related
documents, and the Empirical Investigation.

From the research, it is found that:

1) The essential contents of teaching-study curriculum of Dhamma Studies
consist of the structure of 4 key subjects, i.e. for Elementary Level: Dhamma Solving
Essay, Dhammas, Buddha’s Background and Religious Ceremonies, and Vinayas (the
Five Sila and the Five Dhammas); for Secondary Level, the added-up are the subjects
of Buddha’s Disciples” Background and Religious Ceremonies, and Vinaya
(UposathasTLa); and for the Advanced Level, the added-up are the subjects of
Buddha’s Boundary Background, and Vinaya (Kammapatha). In each level, there will
be more details of the contents, respectively, and emphasizing on theories. The
management of teachings and studies is under study institutes, evaluations under the
examination arrangement of the Central Dharma Testing Service Headquarters of
Thailand.

2) The subject of Buddhist Studies in Thai schools has its curriculum
structure synthesized in the group of the Triple Gems of the Buddha, the Buddha’s
Dhamma teachings and the Monks of which each item consists of the other
synthesized Dhamma principles as the minor structure, i.e. the Three Teachings for
Primary School Level, the Four Noble Truths for High School Level, with different
content details according to each school g¢rade. The connection of Dhamma
principles and other related ones in the subject of Buddhist Studies are emphasized,;
the essential contents are to bring faith towards the Triple Gems to students and to
emphasize the practices, religious ceremonies, Buddhists’ duties and manners that
they can apply to their daily lives. The subject of Buddhist Studies is in the group of
Social Studies, with the index making according to the objectives of learning, and the
clear measurement of learning evaluation.

3) The curriculum of Dhamma Studies is mostly not in accordance with the
curriculum of Buddhist Studies in Thai schools because of the difference of each
curriculum; for instance, in some Dhamma principles, there are matching Dhammas
but the essential contents are different. Analyzing according to each subject, it is
found that the subjects of the Buddha’s Background and Religious Ceremonies, the
Buddha’s Disciples’ Background and Religious Ceremonies and Buddha’s Boundary
Background have the most conformity with the curriculum of Buddhist Studies in

each range.
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4) In conclusion, the Curriculum of Dhamma Studies in Elementary Level,
Secondary Level and Advanced Level is differently related to the subject of Buddhist
Studies in schools in each range. It can be seen that the curriculum of Dhamma
Studies is very least related to the subject of Buddhist Studies in the first range. In
the subject by subject analysis, it is found that the subjects of Buddha’s Background
and Religious Ceremonies, Buddha’s Disciples’ Background and Religious Ceremonies
and Buddha’s Boundary Background are mostly related to the curriculum of the
subject of Buddhist Studies in schools more than other subjects; and the subject of
Dhamma Solving Essay has no connected relation with the curriculum of Buddhist
Studies in schools in every educational range.

The way to promote Dhammas and Dhamma Studies in educational
institutes consists of 3 important factors, i.e. administrators, monks teaching morals
and students in that the administrators are the ones who set up policies and have
such the roles to initiate and give opportunities for studying and teaching Dhamma
Studies in the educational institutes; monks teaching morals are the ones whose
roles are to coordinate with schools, perform activities to enhance the means of
Buddhist practices together with schools, arrange the curriculum of studying and
teaching Dhamma Studies for students to gain knowledge and understanding of
Dhamma principles of teachings in order to be able in bringing them to really use in
their daily lives. All in all, most students share their opinions that the curriculum of
Dhamma Studies has too difficult contents to understand in the limited period of
time; this causes students not able to correctly understand Dhammas. Suggests are
to arrange more study time and to adjust curriculum contents to be easily

understood, including to use techniques that the students can increasingly learn.

Key Words: the curriculum of Dhamma Studies , the School Curriculum in the
Subject of Buddhist Studies
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