S1897UN15798

o
39

N15085UNUVBIUTTVIANB LY : WUIAALAZINUJURAUNLUIATEUD
The Coexistence of the ASEAN Community :

Concepts and Practices in accordance with Religious.

ng

WITUEANE 8107015
W3r VUSRI
UNINYIRUNIPAINTUTIYINY 1Y

N.A. b&de

Tasunuaanyun153ILANFINNUANLNITUNITNITIANANEN

MCU RS peob&voos



1 ocoe/o&E

S1897UNT5IY

o
b39

N15085UNUVBIUTTVIANBTY : LUIAALAZINUHURANLUIATEUN
The Coexistence of the ASEAN Community :

Concepts and Practices in accordance with Religious.

Tne

Wszuanng 01nNnLs
WIETVUIERLN
NN IAUUMPAINTUTIVING 1Y

W.A. b&&s

LAsUUeAMLUNITITEINUNTINGITUNITRIBINTUSIYINE Y
MCU RS beobé&noos

(FvaVS UV IS UM PHIAINTUTITING18E)



2D,

93189IUN1TINY 1 ATRYIIUNUVRIUTEIANDWTY :

wnAnkaz I U TR UkLIAEW

B3 : WITUMGANY 9101015, AT., NIEI1WUTERNT
duau AW NNEANANS W INYIFEUMNITRIAINTUTIVIN Y
Yauuszano : BE&e

%

NUAANYUNITIAE ¢ d1dnauAmenIINNIINITRANANY (ane.)

9 9

(%
[

= dyd
NNIANYIAINUY

[

AUsEasH o) LileAnuuuIAnuazndnnsegInfuesUsyanay
ondeumuuumauuaznl gy wiesy ) Wednwuloveuaznalnmsdaaiumsey sy
yowsEmnANedBuLRLLIImaYLan T Tayaviesiu m) Wednwilym guassn uaziaus
LnsmsysanmsvanAasulasiuTRluElsueiienseyswiuvewssnee e

v a

nMsaliunside Wunsidendnanim (Qualitative Research) lngnsiiusiusindeyasin
enansuaranglrideyad idatufimsmauiasihnmasguazgeu Sy eo sU/mu Tu
il & Usea t8ud e e Wewn a1 wiaide Aeelus AaUTud wedeau Tagld
Bmsduaualddnuaymsaununguniueiololumside udniuiesed duamet Wu
oarmsSiiledaiaiunisey s amiuvesuszv e 1Ty

HANSANYINUI mia&ﬁamﬁummﬂimﬁﬂmmL%wfummmmﬁmaz‘iﬁﬂﬁﬁ’a &
UseMsdfey Ao o) INWIARKAEIANMTYBsazAaw Ineraunysyadulinueg v
Frendnita ¢ madadloutsiu nmsiamumam nansery Idenweanudesine Mfndu
dwdumaunaladyauzilveg Sauiumeuninaf oo Usems uaglildnfnwnn isley
Snreflonywilailiousnauies daurmaundanu aeulviuyudegsmiufevdnndnains o
LagnanURTR @ Usens Ae nshiidenfeoudefuuaziu lnesjutiunisnsgyimiini m
Uszms Ae nsilnnwdn fidui msadeeudausonszidn deuyud wazsenuies Tuvmed
mauBuglindnunnsssuifeindundnmsdfyuesnsegsuiulanisinualiyana
flaufURdeyanamoanufnuLazAATinng ) NnwuIAnwazidy g luseduaina
lngnnUszmaladananainuausnia aAuwiiien ANUeRsssy wasnanansuyvevuly
ﬂ?iLﬂ’]'ﬁWﬁﬂéﬁ%‘Ua\‘iﬂ’J’mLﬂumi‘gwg wazn1sliienuioudatunasiu o) anundyaRuis
ngMINBuAz3EsIIIYY JanUssmaldlinsimuaundydiuisngnunoifieliansuas

EInmvesUszvulunisiaziuiemaun danuasnderiveuyuduasAnirsveaniy way



U

u Inglinsiasuasienuaninfvesdinteg oo ) anwuiAakagranyjifniy

!
Y oa =

aideygiosdiu Tnemslitausssn Ussidviesiusnduaiulivuvuogamiue9dud @
wnAnnarisnislude o Wunsasuaianisegsmiuiinnannieluislevesuysd du
Uspidiuduulets wnAnana uaznidyaviosiuiu uatleudydnuainiouoniiuywd
uwazdinuiailsaniy

NN1ITE biiuI Weneuaznalnmsadauasunsed suuiuvesUssyntengeu
tfu fwndnuesnseudlsueifulumungrmnevesusasUssma smunginsvesendeu wasng
UnsuazuwAnluseivanna lWu vidnanueaiena avsuywery fuiinaedlagm guassalunms
fiflunsveausiazysemafifianuuansisveduulous Jansssy uaznstuiiomanunfn
wilurnudusdsnihedmeadiulselovifiasegsmiumnnnitnsadsanudouddudalous
wazmstuiiomaun Tnsuumsiivanzaslunisaiadseuduilulsemauedou fide “ns
LENIVNYATMUALAIYARN” LD LLazmsagjéamﬁuwﬁugmmaqmwwmﬂmawaiué’aﬂm

W IRIUTTIU



Research Title : The Coexistence of the ASEAN Community: Concepts and
Practices in accordance with Religions.

Researchers : Phramaha Suthit Aphakaro, Phrarajprariyattivethee.

Department : Buddhist Research Institute,
Mahachulalongkornrajavidyalaya University

Fiscal Year : 2557/2015

Research Scholarship Sponsor : Office of the Higher Education Commission

ABSTRACT

This research purposes 1) to study on concept and principles of the ASEAN
coexistence in accordance with religions and local wisdom, 2) to study on policy and
mechanism of the encouragement about this topic and 3) to study on problems and
obstacles and to present the integrity of policy practice principles and practices for
the ASEAN coexistence. This is a qualitative research, collecting information from
documents and informers who are leaders of the religion and politics for 50 persons
from Thailand, Myanmar, Lao, Malaysia and Cambodia by in-depth interview and
group discussion as researching tools. The received data were analyzed and
synthesized as knowledge to support the ASEAN coexistence concept. According to
the study result, it is founded that ASEAN coexistence came from 4 concepts and
practices which are

1) Religions: regarding to Buddhism, it focuses on the 5 precepts comprising of
sharing, mercy, kindness and endurance. For Christianity, it considers on the 10
commandments and teaching people to be kind and to love other humans as same
as loving themselves. For Islam, it focuses on 6 articles and 5 pillars of faith which
are to share and highlight on the 3 duties consisting of love, peace and goodness for
God, humans and self. For Hinduism, the Law Code of Manu is the major principle of
coexistence which points out to share their goodness and mercy.

2 ) International intellectuality and wisdom: every counter respects on
equality, non-discrimination, fairness and human rights to cherish the honor as being

human without exploitation.



3) Laws and Constitution: every country has set their own laws to provide
rights and freedom to populations in their religious beliefs and respect to each other.

4) Local Wisdom: Using traditional culture and tradition as a tool for the
peaceful community. The concept in number 1 is to strengthen the coexistence in
human’s mind while the policy concept, international concept and local wisdom are
symbolized the things out of human’s mind or what the society should have.
According to the research, it demonstrates that the policy and mechanism to
encourage the ASEAN coexistence has the concept and policy frameworks in
accordance with the law in the country, including ASEAN Charter and other
international ideas such as equality and human rigshts. Even though, there are
different problems and obstacles among these countries which relate to the
difference of cultures and religions, in fact, everyone is still capable to see the
mutual benefits more than policy and religious conflicts. The appropriate methods
for the peaceful ASEAN Community is “to find the mutual agreement and to
preserve the difference” in order to accept the coexistence on the variety of multi-

cultures.
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(en) Mr. Balwant Singh: Sikhism From Indonesia

(&) Ven.AshinUttamannda Sitagu International Buddhist Academy, Yan-
gon Myanmar

(&) Ven.LormLoeuem, Executive Director, Life and Hope Association,
and Member, Sangha Council of Siem Reap Province Cambodia

(‘o) VijayaSamarawickrama: Buddhism Senior Lecturer @, American De-
gree Transfer Program, Taylors University: Malaysia

(¢9) Mr.Bhante Chao Chu Co-chair, Buddhist-Catholic Dialogue in Los
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Board member, World Fellowship of Buddhists: USA

(@) Dr.HlaTun Ram Nivas Hinduism From Myanmar

(&) Josept ChusakSirisut Bishop: Catholic Bishop of Diocese of
Nakhonratchasima, Thailand

(@ o) Sultan MaguidMaruhom: Islam Executive Director, Ummah Fi
Salam, Inc., Pagadian City, Philippines
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(@) Ven.suyadet Wongsopa, Lao Buddhist fellowship organization

(o) Mr.Gerald Kong : Christianity Executive Secretary, Roman Catholic
Archdiocese of Singapore, Archdiocesan Catholic Council for Interreligious Dialogue

(en) Mr. Balwant Singh : Sikhism From Indonesia

(& ) Ven.AshinUttamannda Sitagu International Buddhist Academy,
Yangon Myanmar

(&) Ven.LormlLoeuem, Executive Director, Life and Hope Association,
and Member, Sangha Council of Siem Reap Province Cambodia

(o) VijayaSamarawickrama: Buddhism Senior Lecturer @ , American
Degree Transfer Program, Taylors University : Malaysia

(¢0) Mr.Bhante Chao Chu Co-chair, Buddhist-Catholic Dialogue in Los
Angeles, Buddhist Delegate, Inter-religious Council of Southern California, Executive
Board member, World Fellowship of Buddhists: USA

(@) Dr.HlaTun Ram Nivas Hinduism From Myanmar

(&) Josept ChusakSirisut Bishop: Catholic Bishop of Diocese of Nakhon-
ratchasima, Thailand

(@o) Sultan MaguidMaruhom: Islam Executive Director, Ummah Fi Sa-
lam, Inc., Pagadian City, Philippines

(@®) Mahathera Nyanasuryanadi (Ketua Umum) sangha Agung Indone-

sia Samaratungga Buddhist College Am-ple Boyolali Central-Java Indonesia
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(@) Ven.Dr.Naw Kham La Dhammasami Dean of the Graduate School
Smaratungga Buddhist College JI. Semarang-Solo-Ampel-Boyalali Jawa Tengah Boya-
lali Central Jawa Indonesia

(@) Ven.Dr.Santacitto Santot Head of Department Buddhist College of
Kertarajasa, Indonesia

(@&) Ven. Budi Utomo Ditthisampamno Smaratungga Buddhist College
JI. Semarang-Solo- Kmbo Ampel-Boyalali Jawa Tengah Boyalali Central Jawa &oa&le
Indonesia

(&) Dr.I Wayan Ardika, Udayana University, Indonesia

(@) Asso Pro. Dr. Toe Toe Win. Strutural Licensed Engineer M.E.S,
Myanmar

(@ @) Dr.Thiri Nyunt, Paipatti Faculty International Thervada Buddhist
Misssionary University (ITBMU) Yangon, Myanmar

(@) H.E. Dr.Khin Shwe Chairman of the Committee on Education,
Health and Culture No.e, Mingalardon Garden City, Highway No.(en) Mingalardon
Township, yangon, Myanmar

(<) Dr.Thin Thin Lay, International Faculty Thervada Buddhist
Misssionnary University (ITBMU) Yangon, Myanmar

(oo) Dr. Uong Vibol Responsibility of Another Religions Department
International Cooperation Department Preah Sisoweth Quay Phnom Penh Cambodia

(o®) Ven.Samart Promrath Pagoda Siem Raep, Cambodia

(blo) Mr. Lim Jin Aun Excutive Vice President Group Communication
and Strategic Marketing Department Prasarana, Malaysia

(oen) Mss. Lor Pai Ling, President of Buddhist Missionary Souety
Malaysia.

(o) Associate Prof Dr. Wong Wong Bin, Deputy Dean, Institute of
Chinese Studies, University Tunku Abdul Malaysia

(o&) Thich Giai Hien Minh Charitable Foundation Minh Charitable
Foundation, Vietnam
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(@) Uszinelny loun v Ing1deumannainsusving1de

(o) Uszinedulailide lawA Smaratungga Buddhist College, Boyolali City
YogYakarta Indonesia

(en) Uszinendlonsn laun 89Ans Alodawpyei Meditation Center 614134

(@) Uszmrnadidy Taun Jalveiiainansia (Chaiya Mangalaram Buddhist
Temple) 35Ut Ussinauniaige
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(@) Ven.VY Sovechea, Cambodia

() Ven.Phumchhon Tola, Cambodia

(en) Ven.Syadej Vongsopha, Laos

(&) Ven.Dr Ariyawansa , Myanmar

(&) Ven.Dr Parami, Myanmar

(o) Ven.Ariya Wun Tha Bhiwunsa, Myanmar

(o) Ven.TayZadi Pati , Myanmar

() Ven.AriYaVunsa, Myanmar

() Ven.Kumara, Myanmar

(@o) Ven.Ottara, Myanmar

(@®) Dr.Jenny ko Gyi, Myanmar

(@) Ms.Mra Thezyn Nyun, Myanmar

(@e) Mr.Ba Hlaing. Myanmar

(@) Mr. Myint Maung Htay , Myanmar

(&) Ven.Dr.lttapana Dhammalankara Maha Nayake, Sri Lanka

(@o) Ven.Prof Bellanwila Wimalaratana Anunayakde, Sri Lanka

(@) Ven.Phrakhru Palad Thanyakorn,Thailand

(ew) Ven.Phrakhru Bunyapiban,Thailand

(ex) Ven.Phrapisith Thammasuntorn, Thailand

(wo) Ven.Budi Hermawan, Bunda Mulia University Indonesia

(@) Dr. Titus Leber Director Borobudur Multimedia Project Indonesia
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(o) Associate Prof. Dr. Wong Wong Bin Deputy Dean of Institute of
Chinese Studies, University Tunka Abdul Malaysia
(wen) DR.Lor Pai Ling, President of Buddhist Missionary souety Malaysia
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Community : An Analytical from Religious Conflict.
Phramaha Suthit Apakaro, Ph. D.*

Abstract

This research purposes 1) to study on concept and principles
of the ASEAN coexistence in accordance with religions and local
wisdom, 2) to analytical religious conflict and problems to present
the integrity of policy practice principles and practices for the
ASEAN coexistence. This is a qualitative research, collecting
information from documents and informers who are leaders of the
religion and politics for 20 persons from Thailand, Myanmar, Lao,
Malaysia and Cambodia by in-depth interview and group discussion
as researching tools. The received data were analyzed and
synthesized as knowledge to support the ASEAN coexistence
concept. According to the study result, it is founded that ASEAN
coexistence came from 4 concepts and practices which are 1)
Religions: regarding to Buddhism, it focuses on the 5 precepts
comprising of sharing, mercy, kindness and endurance. For
Christianity, it considers on the 10 commandments and teaching
people to be kind and to love other humans as same as loving
themselves. For Islam, it focuses on 6 articles and 5 pillars of faith
which are to share and highlight on the 3 duties consisting of love,
peace and goodness for God, humans and self. For Hinduism, the
Law Code of Manu is the major principle of coexistence which
points out to share their goodness and mercy, 2) International
intellectuality and wisdom: every counter respects on equality,
nondiscrimina-tion, fairness and human rights to cherish the honor
as being human without exploitation, 3) Laws and Constitution:
every country has set their own laws to provide rights and freedom
to populations in their religious beliefs and respect to each other, and
4) Local Wisdom: Using traditional culture and tradition as a tool for
the peaceful community. The concept in number 1 is to strengthen
the coexistence in human’s mind while the policy concept,

Director of Buddhist Research Institute, Mahachulalongkornrajavidyalaya University,
Thailand.
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international concept and local wisdom are symbolized the things
out of human’s mind or what the society should have. According to
the research, it demonstrates that the policy and mechanism to
encourage the ASEAN coexistence has the concept and policy
frameworks in accordance with the law in the country, including
ASEAN Charter and other international ideas such as equality and
human rights. Even though, there are different problems and
obstacles among these countries which relate to the difference of
cultures and religions, in fact, everyone is still capable to see the
mutual benefits more than policy and religious conflicts. The
appropriate methods for the peaceful ASEAN Community is “to find
the mutual agreement and to preserve the difference” in order to
accept the coexistence on the variety of multi-cultures.

Keyword: Coexistence, ASEAN Community, Religion

1. Introduction

Nowadays, the belief and religious conflicts still exist
throughout the world. Many organizations which have different
religious beliefs are founded which leads to the religious conflicts
and, finally affects lifestyle and well-being of people in the society
such as ISIS in the Middle East. In some areas and some religions
with different sects, they also have the internal conflicts. This
circumstance has been occurred since the past to present as same as
in ASEAN Community which originated from The Association of
Southeast Asian Nations-ASEAN or “ASEAN” which consisted of
10 member states: Thailand, Malaysia, Singapore, Indonesia,
Vietnam, Laos, Myanmar, Philippines, Brunei, and Cambodia.
Currently, political, economic, and social context and international
relations have obviously changed so ASEAN encounters new
challenges such as epidemics, terrorism, drug problems, human
trafficking, environmental problems, and disasters. Moreover, it is
necessary to gather to reinforce a bargaining power and competitive
capacity to compete with the countries in nearby regions and in the
international forum. Therefore, ASEAN leaders agreed to have
strong and stable cooperation and announced “Declaration of
ASEAN Concord II”” which defined that ASEAN consisted of three
major pillars: 1) ASEAN Political and Security Community - APSC
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aims to make sure all the member states live in peace, solve the
problems with peaceful means, have stability and security for all
people. 2) ASEAN Economic Community - AEC creates economics
concentration and to facilitate the trade in order to be able to
compete with other regions. 3) ASEAN Socio - Cultural Community
- SCC would ensure that people have good well-being, social
stability, all dimensions development, and live in caring society.
There are cooperation plans such as human resource development,
protection and social welfare, rights and social justice, sustainable
environment, creating ASEAN identity, and decreasing development
gap.

These three major pillars would result in economic, social,
cultural, and stability cooperation. Particularly, economic
cooperation will develop value chain in the region, an increase of
competitive capacity, bargaining power, and the expansion of
ASEAN market which has 600 million people into ASEAN
Community which has the sustainable competitive capacity in
economy in the peaceful and fraternal society. Apart from economic
pillar, social and cultural pillar of ASEAN are significant.

Nowadays, ASEAN Community have religious conflicts in
Many Country Example in Thailand, Malaysia, Indonesia, Vietnam,
Myanmar, Philippines, still exist throughout ASEAN. Many
organizations which have different religious beliefs are founded
which leads to the religious conflicts, It's affects lifestyle and well-
being of people in the society. From religious and belief
conflicts, the infringement of human rights of ASEAN originated
guestions about the possible factors. One of the questions is the
difference of religion has the impact on the conflict or not.
Considering from the overall society in the past, ASEAN lived in
peaceful community among Buddhist, Christian, Islamic, and Hindu
In many countries as mentioned earlier, However, the situation has
changed and religion become the beneficial conflict, There are
different interpretations and values of religion in various dimensions
which differ from the original concepts and practices. This probably
be a part of the unrest in many countries. Thus, the researcher is
interested in the concepts and practices which promote the
coexistence of Buddhist, Christian, Islamic, and Hindu in ASEAN to
see the mutual benefits of the countries. In addition, the researcher
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would like to study the problems, obstacles, and the integration of
principles and practices to promote the coexistence of Buddhist,
Christian, Islamic, and Hindu in Thailand and ASEAN Community
in order to promote peaceful coexistence of ASEAN.

2. Objectives

1) To study on concept and principles of the ASEAN
coexistence in accordance with religions.

2) To study on policy and mechanism of the encouragement
on ASEAN coexistence in accordance with religions and local
wisdom.

3) To study problems, obstacles, propose the integration of
policy practices for ASEAN coexistence.

3. Research Methodology

This research was the mixed methodology research:
documentary research and qualitative research. The steps and
processes of the research were 1) documentary study by studying
and gathering data from Tripitaka, Bible, Al-Quran, documents,
textbooks, and researches relevant to concepts, principles of
coexistence according to principles of Buddhism, Christianity,
Islam, and Hinduism, including government policies, important
persons who had important roles in promoting coexistence. 2)
gualitative research was the study from the interview with the
religious leaders, government sector in policy level, inter-religious
dialogue and communities from ASEAN member states for 20
representatives in total; including academic seminar, workshop with
relative association such as the seminar of ASEAN religion leaders
“Religion  Tolerance” at  Mahachulalongkornrajavidyalaya
University. Besides, there was the field trip to the community areas
of the 4 countries to collect the data and the practices of Buddhist,
Christian, Islamic, and Hindu communities which had different
coexistence. Then, analyzed and synthesized the collected data.

4. Results

1. Religious conflicts in ASEAN Community It is known
that religions and culture of people among ASEAN Community are
different in terms of language, culture, lifestyle, and religion. There
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are four main religions: Buddhism, Islam, Christianity, and
Hinduism. All religions, which is human’s mental support, has the
principles and teaching which aim to teach people become good
moral person who have faith in justice, has rituals and symbols to
show religion identity. Though there are many religions, ASEAN in
the overall is the peaceful coexistence community.

However, the community has conflicts in terms of territory
and perspective in various aspects: religion and benefits. There is the
competition in some dimensions such as religious conflict, territorial
conflict, benefits, human rights, and ideology difference. Regarding
religious conflict, in particular, many circumstances happened such
as:

Case 1. The conflict between Buddhist and Rohingya people
in Rakhine State. They had different religions, religious
understanding, and ethics. All the difference led to the damage,
destruction, and residence burning. As a result, 140,0 00 Muslim
Rohingya were driven out from their own house in Aragan State,
located on the border of the fight between Buddhist and Muslim.
From this event, 200 people died and the violence expanded to other
Muslim group in Myanmar. It was the high religious stress in the
western area of Myanmar. Human rights group stated that homeless
Rohingya still had to encounter the oppression. Later, there was the
protest by the Buddhist monks and thousands of people in Rangoon
on 12 November 2013 before the visit of Organization of Islamic
(OIC) in order to investigate the violence towards the Muslim. Some
protesters said that they did not want OIC and they should left
Myanmar. Overall, there were 800,00 Rohinya, who had no
nationality and possession of property lived in Rakhine State. The
United Nations (UN) declared that Rohinya people were the
religious minority who had most been persecuted in the world® as
seen in Manager Daily’

Case 2. The conflict between Christian and Islamic in
Indonesia or the religious violence in Maluku and North Maluku in

2Bangkok Post Newspaper 14 November 2013
3 http://www.manager.co.th/IndoChina/ViewNews.aspx?News-ID=9550000071652 (11

Jun.12)
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1999-2004. The violence in Maluku is a significant example because
it was the case of the ethnic conflict between Islamic and Christian

during the period Indonesia became democracy. Consequently, there
was the fight between Muslim forces and Christian forces to protect
their religion. As a result, there were at least 5,000 people died
between 1999-2003. There was the transmigration of the Muslim in

many areas of Maluku and the expansion of Islam both symbolic and
concrete aspects which resulted in the widespread conflict between
the two groups in terms of religion. The violence began in 1999, in
the government of B. J. Habibie, from the small case between
Ambon people who were Christian and the Muslim migrants. After
two months of violent situation, 1,000 people died. The violence in
Maluku and North Maluku caused the fight between Armed Islamic
Group and Christian which was difficult to manage the situation
under control®.

Case 3: The symbolic religious conflict in Malaysia, a case
of Court of Appeal of Malaysia prohibited Christian media used the
word “Allah”. Court of Appeal judged that The Herald, the catholic
newspaper in Malaysia was not allowed to use the word “Allah” to
represent “God” in Christianity after it caused the attack in religious
places in 2011. This happened on 14 October 2013. Earlier,
Malaysia government had sent the notification to The Herald to stop
using the “Allah” to represent “God” and claimed that it was the
word for Islamic only. If The Herald did not follow this notification,
the government would hold back the license. From this point, the

* Robert Pringle, Understanding Islam in Indonesia: Politics and
diversity, 2010.
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head of the priest in Kuala Lumpur and The Herald instituted the
case to the court to repeal the notification. In 31 December 2009,
Supreme Court of Kuala Lumpur judges the Herald to recover.
Supreme Court explained that though Islam was the national religion
of Malaysia, the government had no right to prohibit using “Allah”
unless it was a mean to persuade changing religion. After that, there
was the attack targeted on religious places: 10 churches and 2
mosques but there was no report on the injured or dead people.
There was only one church with the severe damage. Ministry of
Interior of Malaysia lodged an appeal and on 14 October 2013,
Judiciary of Supreme Court changed the judgment to prohibit The
Herald to use “Allah” and claimed that the prohibition was not
against constitution®.

Note: Photos from Prachachat newspaper®

2. Results of study on concepts and principles of religious
coexistence Result of studying documents and scriptures of each
religions found that each religion had concepts and principles to
promote the coexistence as follows.

Buddhism taught people to live in the moderate practice or
“middle path” which were the principle for people to have
consciousness, intelligence, and awareness of life possibility which

> http://www.freemalaysiatoday.com/category/na-
tion/2013/10/14/allah - remains-exclusive-for-muslims/ (15 Out. 2013)

® Photos from Prachachat newspaper: Supreme Court of
Malaysia rejected the request to use “Allah” of the Christian on
http://www.prachachat.net/news_detail.php?newsid=1403617794 (14
Jun 14)
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led to the happiness, cleanliness, light, calm, precepts, concentration,
and wisdom. In Buddhism’s perspective, human was interdependent
animal living together and there were good friends to direct the
person and society. To have intelligence and ability to live the life
appropriately, each person had to have good friends to take care and
suggest the direction. Good friends were father, mother, teachers,
relatives, friends, or close people who concerned with the person’s
living. If the person had sorrow, physical or spiritual sorrow, good
friends would assist and suggest the management. Therefore,
concept of coexistence in Buddhism implied 3 aspects:
interdependence, life management and protection, and the response
and create perfection in life. The principles of coexistence were:

1) Five precepts which was “the basic regulation of

coexistence in society”
Infringe on the precept was infringe the principles of coexistence of
society because it exploited self and others. Thus, coexistence had
the basic principles for everyone. Besides, 5 precepts was the
conscious of goodness because precept began from “intention”, the
intention to refrain from physical, verbal, and metal misconduct and
the intention of carefulness to avoid the evil from persecution.

2) Brahmavihara (the four sublime states of mind) was the
excellent morals to lead to the pure conduct and consisted of
kindness, compassion, empathetic joy, and equanimity. If the person
practiced this principle, the society would full of love and kindness.

3) Sangahavatthu IV (bases of sympathy) was the doctrine
to adhere the person’s mind and people to be in harmony. It
consisted of Dana: kindness, sacrifice, sharing, helping each other
with objects, Piyavaca: speak polite words to create relationship and
harmony, Atthacariya: conduct beneficial things, do activities, and
make community services, and Samanattata: conduct even and equal
treatment, take part in solution and help each other.

Christianity taught people to be responsible for living the
life follow Jesus’ path and conduct oneself as a good people.
Christian was confident in the love of God and lived their life with
love to the mankind and the creators created by God. Good Christian
would be willing to sacrifice for the majority, no selfishness and had
motivation of doing good. They respected the creations of God and
loved all mankind. Christianity was regarded as love religion with 2
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aspects: loves God beyond their life and loved the mankind as they
loved themselves. Thus, real Christians were the persons who
conducted life followed Jesus, tried to learn how to love as the Jesus
loved: loved with no selfishness, replaced the selfishness with the
love to God. Apart from love, Christians emphasized on forgiveness
as a priority. Jesus taught human being to forgive everyone
endlessly, use intelligence and peace for mankind. Jesus taught
human to apply peaceful mean, both mental and practice means,
giving love and forgiveness to everyone with no condition, even to
the enemy.

Islam taught about the pure faith and acceptance in the unity
of the prophet. It aimed to create life balance: material and mental by
directing the human to practice follow the principle for the peace in
mind and maintain the relationship between the mankind. Islam
principles believed that the living of people in society was the
important achievement as same as the life of an individual and the
universe which was the stage of people’s living. However, society
was complicated, sod Islam set behavior criteria called “law”
(Sharia) which included the coexistence in society in all aspects:
interrelationship and social relationship, between individual and
individual, or between society and society in form of living personal
life and living life concerning with family, economy, education,
politics,  administrations, and  other  aspects, including
interrelationship. Islam also believed that the tradition of mutual
behavior of community was the necessary basic of community, it
was the guideline or tradition of behavior, belief, understanding,
thinking, and practice which were the adherence for people to live
together. Everyone was equal at any time under the international
tradition. Each individual in this world was the drop from the same
ocean. Each community might have different tradition of behavior,
which might be contrast with the old tradition or the tradition set by
Allah as the basement for living as stated “Human are the same
community and they split up.” Degeneration of community caused
by the infringement of mutual ethics and moral. Therefore, the
tradition to create moral for people in the society in order to crate
peace and happiness was required.

Hinduism taught about the Law Code of Manu which was
the conduct between individual and individual classified in items
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such as person who did good by physical, verbal, and mental
behavior, the results would be good. Need others properties, do not
respect elder people were mental wickedness. Saying rude words,
insincere words, talking behind others’ back were the verbal
wickedness. Taking other properties without permission, killing or
injure others, commit adultery with other spouse were physical
wickedness. It regarded that anyone sacrificed oneself for society or
dharma, the person would go to peace. If anyone spent properties for
society, spent for donation, providing utility, not doing what oneself
did not like to other, the person and the society would end with
happiness.

Coexistence principles of each religion were that human was
living in society, followed the regulation in the form of rule and
regulations, and had ethics and moral in helping each other such as
participated in political activities, human rights protection, and
conducted the principles of coexistence of the religion. As a result,
everyone would be able to live peacefully.

3. ASEAN Community policy to promote coexistence
From the study and interview, it was found that each country had
mutual policy and operation as follows.

1) ASEAN Community created common rule and value in
democracy and human rights. It was the procedure to promote the
understanding of different social system and ASEAN’s history to
make people understand each other. For example, Thailand and
Myanmar, Thailand and Laos, Thailand and Cambodia which had
different history or had conflict but were trying to create the
understanding in historical dimension in order to live together in
present and not relied on the past. Moreover, having the procedure of
promoting democracy development in ASEAN and promote human
rights protection.

2) ASEAN Community had procedure for unity, peace,
strength, and responsibility to solve the stability problem. It was to
promote security operation which would be the threat to ASEAN,
especially the threat in a new form, such as drug traffic and human
trafficking, to monitor the original countries and the destination
countries in ASEAN by working together as a whole. Building the
trust measure, solve the problem with peaceful mechanism for
ASEAN members live peacefully. Thus, if there was the conflict, for
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example, Thailand had territorial conflict with Cambodia, Myanmar
had conflict which caused the loss in live and properties, and
migration, ASEAN had to take a role and help ease the conflict for
the peace. As same as with economic concentration, which had more
free trade for trades and financial purposes. Therefore, the security
and political pillars were important to solve the dispute peacefully.

3) ASEAN Community attempted to create the interaction
with ASIA and the outside world by retaining the center point and
the roles of ASEAN. ASEAN had been developed the relationship
with countries out of ASEAN such as USA, Russia, Japan, China,
South Kora, and India but still be the center of ASEAN in order to
have economic, social and coexistence.

Policy to promote coexistence of ASEAN Community
reflected in the vision of ASEAN Community in politics and
security matters consisted of creating the atmosphere to support the
expansion of economic cooperation, Socio-Cultural Community, and
the development to become treaty community and develop the value
and norm together which would lead the unity and dynamic to the
region. Moreover, there were more interdependent. The main
purpose of APSC was to promote peace and security, peaceful
coexistence, solving conflicts with peaceful mean, create criteria and
norm in terms of democracy and human right based on the
responsibility of security in all aspects: epidemics and disasters,
terrorismu arms smuggling, drug trafficking, international economic

crime, computer crimes, climate change, smuggling, money
laundering, women and children trafficking, piracy, and the
differences in ethnics and religions. Furthermore, it emphasized on
human resources development, social protection and welfare, rights
and justice promotion, environmental sustainability promotion,
creating identity, and decreasing the development gap. All members
were kind and help each other, had good well-being, and had been
developed in all dimensions which led to social security.

4. Religious principles and practices to promote the
coexistence of ASEAN Community Results found that the
perspectives of the religions’ leaders in ASEAN, especially Phra
Brahmapundit, (Rector of  Mahachulalongkornrajavidyalaya
University) expressed that they believed that all religions or
religions’ leaders needed peace and would like to stop the wrong use
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of religious belief such as to persuade into war, because war was the
political issue. ASEAN was plural society which had ethnic and
cultural diversity comprised with various religious. It was one of the
regions in the world which had the special identity but be able to live
together peacefully. Principles and practices for the coexistence of
ASEAN Community were:

1) Create common identity in terms of language, cultural,
social, economic, and administration identities. It was known as
unity in diversity which contained the difference but emphasized on
“similarity” under the concept “Seek for the common points and
reserve the difference” to accept the differences in multicultural
society and creation of identity.

2. Apply tolerance and kindness to promote peace based on
“no tolerance and kindness, no peace”. All should respect the others.
Having tolerance was that every sector stopped having conflict,
hatred, did not interrupt others who had different religions or beliefs,
and protected the others who were the minority in society to live in
their own way. For example, in Thailand, there were many temples
and mosques located in the same area. The monks would ring the
bell when it was the time to have meal or to make meditation. What
should we do it Muslim people asked the monk to stopped ringing
the bell because it disturbed their worship time? On the other hands,
it
Muslim paid 5 times a day worship through the speaker and the
Buddbhist against this activity and asked them to stop, what should
we do? These examples were not tolerance. Thus, tolerance was the
good moral to be practiced and used to develop the mind. If we
practiced and applied it to the daily life, tolerance would become
characteristic and. Therefor tolerance was important if we needed to
replace war with peace. In addition, if we needed the world peace,
we needed to teach new generations to have patience and it would
lead us to the true peace in the end. Further, the cooperation of all
sectors to promote compassion and good wills to other mankind
according to the religious teachings which taught about sharing and
tolerance, and not to infringe the religious legislation in order to
become the main principle of coexistence.
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3) Promote Fellowship of Buddhist activities and creative
dialogues. It was to say that the religions’ leaders in ASEAN would
be able to conduct more interfaith dialogue (Encourage the
deepening of understanding and tolerance among the peoples of
ASEAN through interfaith dialogue and ensuring adequate exposure
of these event in media) to promote knowledge and understanding to
people who had different thoughts and beliefs. This was the
beginning of peaceful coexistence. Relationship reinforcement
among social diversity between people or religion followers might
need to be considered by applying the following concepts to resolve
conflicts: 1) Conflict prevention 2) Conflict resolution 3)
Rehabilitation and reconstruction. The religions’ leaders were
responsible for preventing the conflict by teach the religion
followers the religious principles with tolerance, eliminate the
prejudice, providing them a learning opportunity, and tech them to
make friends with people from other religions. For the solutions, the
religions’ leaders needed to raise the agenda to the meeting and,
importantly, everyone should forget and forgive each other after the
conflict to prevent conflict in the future and it would resulted in true
peace. Consequently, everyone could live peacefully together.

4) The integration of international principles and religious
practice principles. Religions’ leaders suggested that all sectors
should apply international principles such as equality, fairness,
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justice, human rights. Additionally, respecting human dignity and
principles and practices of generousness should be applied. As a
result, everyone would have sympathy for others. Previously,
government and religion’s leaders had cooperated through law
procedure, and had the public relations to exchange the opinion and
perspectives in many issues to create the development in
multicultural society.

5) Apply state law and religious principles to encourage
coexistence. Government sector and religious organizations applied
legislations and constitution which every countries legislated the
legislation to give the rights and freedom to people in order to
choose their religion. The legislations were legislated based on the
religious principles. For example, Malaysia, Brunai, and Myanmar
promoted the activities of the national religion through the state law.
Therefore, the acceptance and following the law would lead to peace
in the society. Results revealed that organizations and countries
which abided by state law in a high lever were found to encounter
less religious conflicts and infringement in religion and belief than
the society Whlch had no law or common agreement.

/./‘ - ) yti‘\ -
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6) Apply ASEAN culture to promote coexistence. Religions’
leaders regarded that there were many common cultures among
ASEAN Community: local wisdom, religions, and lifestyles such as
Songkran Festival, local sports, costume, and Tai languages.
Implementing local cultures to encourage people and community to
live peacefully together was the reflection of the culture originated
from the cooperation of all sectors. Therefore, government sector of
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some countries and local organizations applied local culture and
wisdom to promote the coexistence.

Social and cultural procedure according to religion
principles would lead to the religious and -cultural conflict
management in many areas such as the conflict between Christian
and Islamic in Indonesia and the conflict between Buddhist and
Islamic in Myanmar. Although the conflicts were resolved with
temporary resolution, there was the procedure to lead to the well
understanding between religions. Therefore, creating understanding
and knowledge according to religious principles and practices was a
significant factor of promoting the coexistence of the ASEAN
Community which will be resulted in the sustainable peace in the
future.

7) Problems and obstacles of the coexistence of the
ASEAN Community according to religious principles Results
indicated that there were 4 factors which caused the problems and
obstacles to promote the coexistence. Firstly, lack of understanding
of core religious principles which caused the wrong interpretation
and resulted in religious conflict, and considering people from the
different religions as the others, not the fellowship. Secondly, Lack
of promotion of fellowship of Buddhist between the leaders and
religion follower of each religion, so they did not trust each other.
Organizing dialogue and activities in the area helped creating the
understanding among people. Thirdly, the management of the
government sector in policy level, and relevant organizations to
communicate and expand the understanding among people, in the
country and outside the country, who had different religious belief.
Lastly, implementing human rights measure of each country in
ASEAN was insufficient to change and build the acceptance of
social diversity in multicultural society.

5. Conclusion

The association of ASEAN Community was the significant
procedure in order to build political, economic, social, and cultural
security, and peaceful coexistence. It led to human resource
development, social protection and welfare, social rights and
justices, environmental sustainability, creating ASEAN identity,
decrease the development gap, provided opportunity to increase
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competitive ability, increase bargaining power, and expand the
ASEAN market, which had 600 million people to be able to enter
ASEAN Community, the peaceful and fraternal community which
had high competition.

However, the countries in ASEAN Community still had the
differences in belief, religions, and culture, particularly, there were 4
different religions: Buddhism, Islam, Christianity, and Hinduism.
Though all religions was the mental support to human and had the
religious principles which aimed to teach people to be good moral
person and had faith in justice, there was the conflicts of territory
and perspectives, religion and benefits matters. There were
constantly religious and belief conflicts occurred such as the
religious conflicts which were found in Thailand, Indonesia, and
Malaysia. It implied that although ASEAN Community had
attempted to cooperate in various dimensions, as mentioned above,
the conflicts were existed and probably re-occur. This was the
problem and obstacle to peacebuilding of ASEAN Community.

Therefore, applying religious principles and practices, social
measure, and state law played significant role in promoting the
coexistence of ASEAN Community according to the phrase “no
tolerance, no peace”. Thus, all relevant sectors must have tolerance
and respected each other. Having tolerance was that all sectors must
stopped causing conflict, hatred, or disruption people who had
different belief and culture. Instead, they should protect the minority
people in society to live their live on their way. Peace had to come
from the inside of an individual and expanded to outside, to the
society which had difference of belief and religion. At the same
time, the government should apply the measurement called “Seek for
the common points and reserve the difference” for the common
benefits and peacebuilding.

6. Recommendations
Government sector, religious leaders, and people in the
countries should have the guidelinefor promote peace and
coexistence by providing principles and practices as follows.
1) Use tolerance to lead to the peace in individual and
society
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2) Promote knowledge and understanding of principles of

each religion to
avoid misinterpretation which may cause the religious conflict.

3) Promote the dialogue and the Fellowship of Buddhist
between religion’s leaders and religion followers in order

to create trust.

4) Develop society and create the national harmony

networks.

5) Reinforce the management in the policy level of
government sector and the relevant sectors to develop the

understanding of people in the country.

6) Promote human rights of each country to have the power
to change and create acceptance in social diversity in

multicultural.

7 Create peaceful communication process of the group,
organization, and national levels for peaceful ideology

development.
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