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ABSTRACT

This research was of the three objectives, viz. (1) to study the structure of
Dighanikaya Silakhandhavagga; (2) to analyze rule and ritual In Dighanikaya Silakhandhavagena;
and (3) to synthesize form of rule and ritual in Dighanikaya Silakhandhavagga in order to

develop peaceful and happy life in society. This research is a documentary research.

Findings of the research study were as follow:

Dighanikaya Silakhandhavagga comprises of thirteen suttas of which the
one called Brahmajalasutta, the first sutta, deals with three planes of precepts
prescribed by the Buddha issuing fundamental disciplines. Followings upon are
philosophical views numbering to 62 of the non-Buddhist concepts mentioned by the
Buddha, amongwhich the two of eternalism and annihilationism were synthesized.

Following after views brought followers into false practice.

Precept is the beginning of sublime life, an ornament of the ascetics, and
the base of the people faith. The Buddha was stick on precepts even before the
regulating disciplines. According to Dighanikaya Silakhandhavagga, the three planes of
precepts are included in the five and the eight precepts followed by improper
livelihood unsuitable for monks, such like fortune telling, practicing rites and rituals

outside Buddhism, and trickery, etc.

In present Thai society, it is always reported that a little number of monks
does not revere the disciplines, usually violates the rules, travels in improper haunts,
and earns a living with trickery and deceit. Some of them sometime involve in civil
suit like an injury and a narcotic. These cases come blame and critics from public
people and media. Recommendations suggested by the expert interviewed, 15 in
number of the both monks and laymen are that: the higher Sangha administrators

realize to stick in the disciplines for monks and novices under their control.



They should be recalled in awareness of proper behavior, borne in mind of moral
shame and dread toward improper behavior, trickery and deceit, not be negligent
daily religsious observances. At the same time, the monks and novices are to study
the Buddha’s doctrines, pay attention to meditation practice, that is to say, lead the
way of life with the Middle Path as prescribed by the Buddha.

Keywords: Dighanikaya Silakhandhavagga, Buddhist Scripture, Rule and Ritual
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