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ABSTRACT

The objectives of this research included: 1) to study and survey palm leaf
literatures in the group of provinces located in the middle Mekong river basin in Thailand;
2) to interpret important literature texts in palm leaf literatures in the group of provinces
located in the middle Mekong river basin in Thailand; 3) to analyze the benefits of palm
leaf literatures in the Mekong river basin towards its conservation and application in
present daily life; 4) to build palm leaf literature community network model in Mekong
river basin towards sustainable development. This research was a mixed method research
including documentary research for creating in-depth interview formats and field
qualitative research. Each target area located in the 4 provinces were purposively selected
for gathering information. The 4 target areas as the representatives of the provinces
included: 1) Wat Sutthiwanaram community in Pakkhad district, Bueng Kan province; Wat
Udomkhet (Naklong) community, Tambon Thad, Muang district, Nong Khai province; 3)
Wat Phosri community, Ban Pone-paeng, Tambon Pone-paeng, Nakhon Phanom district,
Nakhon Phnom province; and 4) Wat Phosai community, Ban Saiyai, Mukdahan
municipality, Mukdahan province. The population of this research included: 5 key
informants of each community with 20 in total that were divided into: 4 administrators; 4
operators; and 12 beneficiaries. It was a participatory action research (PAR) in the fields.
The task forces of operators were formed to build and develop palm leaf literature
conservation community network in the group of provinces in Mekong river basin in
Thailand.



The research findings were as follows:

1. The palm leaf lituratures, in the 4 provinces in the middle Makong river basin
in Thailand including Bueng Kan; Nong Khai; Nakhon Phnom; and Mukdahan, were written
in Isan script. From surveying, the script could be divided into 13 categories including: 1)
Vinayapitaka; 2) Suttantapitaka; 3) Abhidhammapitaka; 4) Buddhist tales; 5) Teaching; 6)
Tradition and rites; 7) General Dhamma; 8) Buddhist legend; 9) Folk tale; 10) Virtues; 11)
Astrology; 12) Poetry; and 13) Medicine. This was applied from the categorization of palm
leaf literatures of Social Research Institute of Chiang Mai University.

2. The important palm leaf literature in the group of provinces in the middle
Mekong river basin in Thailand selected for interpretation, for example, was the story of
Gautama Buddha as Vessantarajataka i.e because it was most popularly offered to the
temples and it also considerably influenced the community’s way of life in the middle
Mekong river basin. In addition, there were also other substantial literatures in the
provinces of middle Mekong river basin in Thailand used for teaching the people such as
the literature of “Kamprah Pladaek” (Pladaek Plasomoh) for teaching the people to be
patient and honest for their successes.

3. The benefits of the literaures in the Mekong river basin towards the
conservation for applying in the current daily life included the story of Gautama Buddha
as Vessantarajataka. With the influence of this literature, it benefited the community’s
way of life in the group of provinces in the middle Mekong river basin in Thailand in 4
aspects including: 1) social aspect including the belief in giving and the culture of
community participation; 2) economic aspect including income generation and cultural
tourism of the community; 3) Buddhist arts aspect including paintings, sculptures and
architectures; and 4) local wisdom aspect including literatures and community identity
products specially Vessantarajataka literature that became the annual tradition of the
community.

4. In building palm leaf literature conservation community network in the group
of provinces in the middle Mekong river basin in Thailand, the network of palm leaf
literature conservation was creatively built in all the upper, middle and lower Mekong
river basin in Thailand that was included 4 steps: 1) MOU agreement of each province in
the middle Mekong river basin; 2) development of provincial community network model
of palm leaf scriptures; 3) development of community network model of palm leaf
scriptures in the group of provinces in the middle Mekong river basin; and 4) MOU
agreement with creative community network model of palm leaf literatures in the group

of provinces in the upper, middle and lower Mekong river basin in Thailand.
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