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Abstract

A study of Buddhist Ethics: The Concepts and Principles to Strengthen of Strong
Family and Social Thailand in the 21 st Century. The objective was (1) to study the
concepts and principles of strengthening the family and Thai society in the lagst century.
(2) To study concepts and principles of strengthening families and society in accordance
with Buddbhist ethics. (3) To integrate the principles of strengthening family and society in
accordance with Buddhist ethics. This research was a qualitative researching.

It was found that: the family was a group of people who had ties and lived
together, and the family also acted as the main institution of society which was an
important foundation for living in the 21 . century. The family had a variety of styles that
changed according to the social, economic condition, and family life cycle. The family life
cycle began with a single family consisting of parents, and became an extended family
when children were married and lived with their parents in the early phase of married life,
then separated to build a new family that became a single family. It therefore built a family
life cycle.

There were also Buddhist ethics that could be integrated to strengthen families
and Thai society in the 3 levels of life, consisting of (1) Beginner level: the 5 Precepts and

5 Dhammas (Panca-Sila and Panca-dhamma),they were the base of peace and order of



everyone in society (2) Middle level: the 4 Principles of service and 6 directions
(Sangahavatthu 4, and Disa 6), the family members had a duty to treat individuals in a
society that was like the 6 Directions. (3) High level: Dharma to protect the world 2 and
Magga 8, this advanced ethics is suitable for mental upbringing.

The moral shame and the moral dread were the ways that led to noble people
which the principles of Buddhist ethics at the beginning and middle levels considered as
a knowledge that could be integrated, strengthen the family institution and Thai society--
- peaceful and good. Besides, the high level of ethics was suitable for those who left the

house, and practiced the Dhamma to find liberation according to Buddhist ethics.
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Abstract

The aims of this research are; 1) to study the concepts and principles of
family and social strengthening in the 21 century 2) to study the concepts and
principles of family and social strengthening in Thai Buddhism, and 3) to integrate
the principles of family strengthening and Buddhist society.

The results showed that Thai families today have changed according to social
conditions. The role of Thai family and social institutions and strengthening consists
of promoting good family relationships, create love, warmth, and cultivate a good
and accurate lifestyle, contribute to social responsibility. And Buddhist ethics have
been using the 4 principles of balanced livelihood (Samajivita) 1) having a equality
of faithful, 2) having a equality of parity, 3) havinga equality of sacrifice, and
4) having wisdom can always be separated from the wrong. It is essentially
strengthening the family and society.

The Buddhist Ethics can integrate and strengthen Thai families and society in
their lives. 3 levels 1) The basic level are the five precepts and the five Dharma
2), the middle level are four Sangkhahawatthu and six direction 3), the high level are
two Dhammalokpala and the eight Eightfold Path

This advance ethics is ideal for mental enhancement training. Causing shame
and fear of sin is the way lead to noble person of Buddhism. The Buddhist ethics at
the beginning and middle level is a knowledge that is suitable for everyone, capable
of integrating and strengthening the Thai Institute of Family and Society in the 21*
century to be healthy, orderly, stable and sustainable.

Keywords: Buddhist Ethics, Strong Family, Social Thailand, Century 215
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