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ABSTRACT

This research is of three objectives 1) to examine the process of
strengthening the social welfare practice guidelines of Buddhist temples in Chiang
Mai province 2) to explore the factors affecting social welfare practice of temples in
Chiang Mai Province and 3) to establish and analyze the social welfare network of
Buddhist temples in Chiang Mai province.

The results revealed that the process of strengthening the social welfare
practice guidelines of Buddhist temples in Chiang Mai province involved with 5 steps
as 1) to inform the knowledge of social welfare, social problems surveying and
providing the relief plans, 2) to assist people in various fields, 3) to develop the
coordination centre like social workers, fund/foundation and equipment, 4) creating a
network of coordination centres like temple network, volunteer network, and
fund/foundation network and 5) conclusion meeting for evaluation and presentation
of work results.

Regarding the factors affecting social work performance, it consists of three
factors which are: 1) Social Welfare Policy of the Sangha, 2) Seizing humanitarian and
Buddhism principles in social work and 3) the potential and readiness of temples or
organizations.

In term of the guidelines for establishing and developing a social network
of temples in Chiang Mai Province, it was discovered that there are both spatial
networks, including networks that emphasize the participation of all parties between
the Buddhist monks and the provincial government like Local Administrative
Organizations, welfare agencies, Public Health Departments and educational agencies.
In addition, there are the activity networks viz., 1) Network for welfare, 2) Network for
morals and ethical training, 3) Educational network 4) Career promotion network and
5) Health care network.

Keywords: Social Work, Buddhism Temples, Network
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