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Abstract

This research is a participatory action research. The objectives of the research
are to investigate the knowledge of the community forest conservation, the current
state on using the knowledge in the community forest conservation and knowledge
management in local wisdom for forest conservation Based on Sufficiency Economy.
The research area is Maepong sub-district, Doi Saket district, Chiang Mai. The data
were collected from document and by interviews, focus group and 10 learning
forums. The research plan consists of five phases, i.e. prior to the research, planning
phase, action phase and monitoring and evaluation phase. The participants in the
research learning process were the elderly, monks, volunteer for forest protection,
the village committee, youth and government representatives numbering 60.

The results showed that the community has four remaining forests namely Pa
Huai Rai, Pa Huai Ka, Pa Jor Tueng, and Pa Doi Puk Khi Haeng. There are four eras of
forest management: the original era, the crisis era, the revival era, and the era of
development under the royal initiative of His Majesty the King of Thailand. The
community has learned and experienced continuously and collected the knowledge
or local wisdom in the community forest conservation in four kinds; 1) the belief that
everything has a soul and possessor: Forest, therefore, is the habitats of spirit or
divine. It is, therefore, prescribed as a sacred space where rituals should be
performed. 2) the beneficent of utilization: The community has prescribed
community forest guidelines or regulations. 3) the application of the religious rites
and rituals for forests conservation. 4) life style and sciences: Community has

organized activities for forest conservation such as making fire break, reforestation,



construction of upstream checked dams. 5) the creation of technology for community
forests management: such as wet forest, reforestation of three kinds of forest to
obtain four benefits, extinguishing forest fires, and making bio-fertilizer.

Regarding the current state of using local wisdom in forest conservation, it is
found that the community still enhanced the mechanism of using local wisdom for
forest conservation such as a campaign to advocate, establishing master plan of sub-
district and community, setting forest guard, prescribing the rules and utilization area,
creating forest conservation activities, conservation of cultural heritage and local
wisdom, creating networks and partnerships with organizations/community outside
the area, creating the community forest management system, and integration into
teaching and learning curriculum in public schools. However, the community still has
limitation in using of local wisdom for community forest conservation, because of the
individuality in the midst of the changes of society, education and lifestyle that
affected to social relationships of young people in the community, whose lack of
understanding of the relationship between the community life and the forest.
Community still lack of skills and new technology for community forest management,
and lack of funding for forest restoration including lack of integration of local wisdom
and modern knowledge for community forest management.

Regarding the guideline for knowledge management to promote the use of
local wisdom for community forest conservation, it is found that: 1) using
“Moderation” by prescribing guideline on community forest utilization. 2) depending
on the conditions; “Knowledge”, competence on forest, community data collection,
prudence in using and linking the knowledge to frame a plan and wariness in
implementation. 3) depending on the conditions; “Virtue” by promoting the
awareness virtue like perseverance, patience, honesty, intelligence in leading one’s
life and consciousness of responsibility for future generation. 4) stimulating power of
community and networks, reviewing of past work and directing the future work, till
having the vision as well as action plan of community forest management. 5) based
on the features of the sufficiency economy by creating “Risk Management”, the
preparation to cope with the likely impact and changes in various aspects by

considering the probability of future situations, in order to find the way to live and



utilize forest beneficently. 6) making rationally based decision according to
“Reasonableness”, concerning the level of sufficiency on the use of resources from
the community forest by considering the factors involved, such as the fertility of the
soil, water and forest. 7) integrating the religious teachings, rituals and promoting the
monks’ roles in forest management, which create the condition of “Virtue” in forest
conservation process. 8) establishing school curriculum on learning the wisdom in
forest management and making social movement of learning continuously in
accordance with the “Knowledge” condition of sufficiency economy.

The suggestions from research findings are: there should be a learning process
of community for other issues; a mechanism supported by various organizations, both
public and private; building confidence in the local wisdom of the community
synchronizing with knowledge from outside to create new knowledge in managing
forest resources; promoting community participation and encouraging the exchange of

knowledge on community forest management continuously.
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Abstract

This research is a participatory action research. The objectives of the research
are to investigate the knowledge of the community forest conservation, the current
state on using the knowledge in the community forest conservation and knowledge
management in local wisdom for forest conservation Based on Sufficiency Economy.
The research area is Maepong sub-district, Doi Saket district, Chiang Mai. The data
were collected from document and by interviews, focus group and 10 learning
forums. The research plan consists of five phases, i.e. prior to the research, planning
phase, action phase and monitoring and evaluation phase. The participants in the
research learning process were the elderly, monks, volunteer for forest protection, the
village committee, youth and government representatives numbering 60.

The results showed that the community has four remaining forests namely Pa
Huai Rai, Pa Huai Ka, Pa Jor Tueng, and Pa Doi Puk Khi Haeng. There are four eras of
forest management: the original era, the crisis era, the revival era, and the era of
development under the royal initiative of His Majesty the King of Thailand. The
community has learned and experienced continuously and collected the knowledge
or local wisdom in the community forest conservation in four kinds; 1) the belief that
everything has a soul and possessor: Forest, therefore, is the habitats of spirit or
divine. It is, therefore, prescribed as a sacred space where rituals should be
performed. 2) the beneficent of utilization: The community has prescribed community
forest guidelines or regulations. 3) the application of the religious rites and rituals for
forests conservation. 4) life style and sciences: Community has organized activities for
forest conservation such as making fire break, reforestation, construction of upstream
checked dams. 5) the creation of technology for community forests management:
such as wet forest, reforestation of three kinds of forest to obtain four benefits,
extinguishing forest fires, and making bio-fertilizer.

Regarding the current state of using local wisdom in forest conservation, it is
found that the community still enhanced the mechanism of using local wisdom for
forest conservation such as a campaign to advocate, establishing master plan of sub-

district and community, setting forest guard, prescribing the rules and utilization area,
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creating forest conservation activities, conservation of cultural heritage and local
wisdom, creating networks and partnerships with organizations/community outside
the area, creating the community forest management system, and integration into
teaching and learning curriculum in public schools. However, the community still has
limitation in using of local wisdom for community forest conservation, because of the
individuality in the midst of the changes of society, education and lifestyle that
affected to social relationships of young people in the community, whose lack of
understanding of the relationship between the community life and the forest.
Community still lack of skills and new technology for community forest management,
and lack of funding for forest restoration including lack of integration of local wisdom
and modern knowledge for community forest management.

Regarding the guideline for knowledge management to promote the use of
local wisdom for community forest conservation, it is found that: 1) using
“Moderation” by prescribing guideline on community forest utilization. 2) depending
on the conditions; “Knowledge”, competence on forest, community data collection,
prudence in using and linking the knowledge to frame a plan and wariness in
implementation. 3) depending on the conditions; “Virtue” by promoting the
awareness virtue like perseverance, patience, honesty, intelligence in leading one’s
life and consciousness of responsibility for future generation. 4) stimulating power of
community and networks, reviewing of past work and directing the future work, till
having the vision as well as action plan of community forest management. 5) based
on the features of the sufficiency economy by creating “Risk Management”, the
preparation to cope with the likely impact and changes in various aspects by
considering the probability of future situations, in order to find the way to live and
utilize forest beneficently. 6) making rationally based decision according to
“Reasonableness”, concerning the level of sufficiency on the use of resources from
the community forest by considering the factors involved, such as the fertility of the
soil, water and forest. 7) integrating the religious teachings, rituals and promoting the
monks’ roles in forest management, which create the condition of “Virtue” in forest

conservation process. 8) establishing school curriculum on learning the wisdom in
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forest management and making social movement of learning continuously in
accordance with the “Knowledge” condition of sufficiency economy.

The suggestions from research findings are: there should be a learning process
of community for other issues; a mechanism supported by various organizations, both
public and private; building confidence in the local wisdom of the community
synchronizing with knowledge from outside to create new knowledge in managing
forest resources; promoting community participation and encouraging the exchange of

knowledge on community forest management continuously.
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