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ABSTRACT

This research has three objectives: 1) to study the history of building the
important Buddha statues in Thai society. 2) to study the history of Buddhist arts of
Buddha statue concepts and value and 3) to analyze history and characteristics of
important Buddha arts of Buddha statues. The data of this study was the history of
Buddhist arts about important Buddha statues in Thai society on timeline. The
sample population used for this research includes 17 people such as abbots,
community leaders, religious scholars, experts on history of Buddhist arts and
devotees who come to pay respect the statues. Research tool was in-depth-interview.

The result found that;

1. The Buddha statues, from the beginning, were built in India. We have
found from the oldest statues that had discovered in Thailand. According to the
record, statues were built in India during Amaravati and Gupta Period. Buddhists
believed that building the Buddha statues has more merit (Punna). It is said that
building the Buddha statues in Thailand were copied from Indian concepts. They
have four postures of Buddha statues, sitting, standing, reclining, and walking.

2. History of the characteristics of important Buddha statues. It was found
that; 1) Luang Phor Sothorn was not built in Chachoengsao, but built by Lanchang
or Laos style. In the beginning, the statue was made from bronze but later covered
by concrete to enlarge the statues' size. It means that the real statue was inside.
Therefore, the character of statue looks like made from concrete and coated with
gold leaves to give it a look of a divine statue. The face of statue is like Lanna style.
The top of the head is designed like banana flower. That was sitting on 4th level of
the base that covered by holy robe, in the right hand of statue is wearing bangle and

wearing the thin robe. 2) Luang Phor Wat Rai khing, made from bronze with



Chiangsan style. Some has given suggestion that the statue was built by Lanna and
Lanchang crafts. 3) Luang Phor Tho Wat Bangpli Yai, with the gesture of Subduing
Mara, Full lotus position. Sitting on a top lotus pedestal, it opens eyes, sitting in half
lotus posture, built in Sukhothai style, all statue made from bronze. In the record, it
was built in Lanchang and Lanna Period. 4) Luang Phor Wat Banlam, This statue
made from bronze and pasted by gold leaves. The characteristics of statue like the
last Sukhothai and the previous Ayutthaya period. It was standing and carrying alms
bowl posture. That is 170 meters in high. Statue's hands and arms are movable. That
keeps wearing clothes. It was built in Lanchang and Lanna

3. Analysis of history and Buddhist arts about Buddha statues, It was found
that between war period, when Buddhist move from place to place, they love to
take Buddha statues with them as of thinking that the statues will protect them from
all types of danger. Whenever, the war ends, they will keep Buddha statues in the
temple nearby their villages. Luang Phor Wat Rai Khing was brought from Ayutthaya. It
connected with the abbot of this temple. It was reasonable story. Buddhist arts of
Luang Phor Sothorn is different from another statues. For example the face looks
like Lanna arts such as full face, like Chinese face. The character of statue is like the
man’s face than the Buddha's characteristics if we read from Buddhist texts.
Therefore, this is the reason Chinese people like to visit this statue. It was built on
Chinese physiognomy text. Luang Phor Wat Rai khing was healthy, the face looks
like bael fruit, curved eyebrows, sharp nose, the top of his head has shape of flame,
sitting posture. It has long upper robe, hair turned round, face and was high and
similar to Khom statue style. The end of upper robe was big and has many strips.
They did make lotus flower at below. The statue's style was like building in
Chiangsan, Lanna and Lanchang age. It was similar to Sukhothai but it looks different
from previous of Chiangsan style. Luang Phor Tho Wat Bangpheeyai. It was designed
like Lanka style. A top of its head has the flame shape. Luang Phor Wat Ban Lam,
it's arts is like the statue between the last of Sukhothai period and previous
Ayutthaya, with gestured standing and carrying alms bowl. It has hole from inside,
beautiful face, with movable hands and arms, did not wearing shoes, keeps wearing
full clothes. In Ayutthaya called Bhodisattava. It wears upper robe up to his crafts and

upper robe was covered from its back.

Keywords: development, history, characteristics, Important Buddha Statue
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