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ABSTRACT

This research has three objectives: 1) to study influences of important
Buddha statues in Thai society 2) to analyze the important Buddha statues in Thai
society on mind and wisdom development. 3) to analyze the important Buddha
states in Thai society as the symbols of religion and culture. The sample population
used for this research includes 17 people such as abbots, community leaders,
religious scholars, experts on history of Buddhist arts and devotees who come to pay
respect the statues. Research tool was in-depth interview.

The result found that;

1. The influence of important Buddha statues in Thai society can be
summarized as following: 1) The influence on mind; Buddha statue is the refuge of
mind of people. People feel safe, warm, peaceful and recognizing statue as the sign
of making a good and avoiding from doing an evil. 2) The influence on family; statue
become the part of people since they are born, for instance, when a child is born,
the parent will bring them to monks because of the belief that their children will be
safe from all diseases and will be successful in life. 3) The influence on society; All
Thai temples are the places people give importance to Buddha statues, giving a
helping hand to the government institutes, private sectors, schools and health care
such as collecting money from devotees who visited for social activities. 4) The
influence on culture; Most of tradition and culture in Thai Society are concerned with
important Buddha statues for instance, Luang Phor Festival, Performance show, Chak
Phra Festival etc. That is preservation of tradition and culture. 5) The influence on

economics; Buddha statues has given business from tourism to the people who live



nearby. The community can start their business and have income for daily life. It
means they have a good life because of the statues.

2. Analysis of mind and wisdom development has found that people who
are coming for paying respect the important statues have feeling about Buddha
statues as if of the real Buddha, they remember His qualities and His preaching’s.
They bring His preaching to practice in daily life, running their life with wisdom and
reason, they have mindfulness and wisdom for solving all problems. They have
controlled their mind and wisdom, developed in higher level by insight meditation or
Vipassana. When they can develop their mind very well they will get rid of suffering
that is called Nibbana.

3. Analysis on the symbols of religion and culture. Buddha statues are the
symbol of each and every Province. They are the replica of the Buddha. Among
Buddhist, they have given very high values. Buddha statues are the origin of tradition
and culture from birth to die. Buddha statues were built as the replica of real
Buddha. People who built have given some philosophy and Buddha's preaching.
Buddhist believed the Buddha was a great master and the example of a good

practitioner for removing all suffering. That is the main principle of Buddhism.

Keywords: Influence, Important Buddha Statue, mind development
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