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ABSTRACT

The objectives of this research, “The Enhancement on Community
Network in Conservation, Utilization and Benefit Sharing from the Community Forest
in the Ing Basin in Phayao - Chiang Rai Provinces”, are 1) to study the development
of community networks for the conservation, utilization, and benefit sharing from
community forests in the Ing River Basin in Phayao and Chiang Rai Provinces, 2) to
study the processes for enhancing the capacities of community networks for the
conservation, utilization, and benefit sharing from the community forests in the basin,
and 3) to synthesize the knowledge for enhancing the capacities of the community
networks. Three community networks representing the Upper, Middle, and Lower Ing
River are selected as study sites. They are 1) Community Forest Network in Tambol
Baan Lao, Mae Chai District, Phayao Province, 2) Community Forest Network in
Phikamyao District, Phayao Province, and 3) The Network of Wetland Community
Forest in Tambol Yang Hom, Khun Tan District, Chiang Rai Province. The tools used
for this qualitative research are interview, Focus Group Discussion, and participatory
observation in the activities of communities for community forest management.

It is found that, firstly, the development of the community for the formal
and systematic management of community forest started after the heavy
degradation of forest concession companies and villagers. In the meantime, the
communities got severe impacts from drought. The two factors made villagers
concern about managing community forest more seriously. Communities developed
their capacities for community forest management corresponding to the occurring

problems and situations. One of the important situations for strengthening the



community forest networks from local to national levels was the movement on
Community Forest Act.

Secondly, the strength of communities and leaders are the foundation for
strengthening the capacities in community levels. These lead to seeing the problems
together. Different processes influenced by the communities and other organizations
were used for the strengthening, such as community meeting, creating regulation,
and regulatory enforcement. None Governmental Organizations (NGOs) were the key
actors for strengthening the networks in the beginning, especially the movement on
Community Forest Act. Governmental agencies also play key roles in strengthening
the network. Capacities of individuals and communities the foundation of the
networks were also improved by the two actors.

Thirdly, the important knowledge for the management of community
forest is local knowledge. Local knowledge are divided into four level, 1) local
knowledge about each natural resource, 2) knowledge on the management systems
of natural resources, 3) knowledge on social institutions, and 4) world view. The four
levels of knowledge interact with each other all the time. They also interact with the
knowledge from the action of outside actors occurring differently depending on
different time and space. The interaction of the knowledge continuously happened
to produce situated knowledge based on each context. This includes the interaction
with different dramatic principles and practices, such as adapting sanctuary and monk
ordination for community forest establishment and management. Nobel Truth 4
makes communities see problems, causes, goals, and methods. Conditionality makes
communities understand the relationship of everything, including their natural

resources and livelihoods.

Key words: Capacity, Conservation, Utilization, Community forest, Ing Basin
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