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ABSTRACT

This study has four objectives: 1. to study practical guidelines for
applying Buddhist principles in the cultural communication with the highland ethnic
groups of the Buddhist monk developer network; 2. to monitor the outcome of
learning process of cultural communication with the highland ethnic groups of the
Buddhist monk developer network; 3. to analyze the practical guidelines and the
learning process of the cultural communication with the highland ethnic groups of
the Buddhist monk developer network; and 4. to synthesize the model of the
practical guidelines and the learning process of the cultural communication with the
highland ethnic groups of the Buddhist monk developer network: target areas in the
districts of Sop Moei, Mae La Noi, Khun Yuam and Muang Maehongson. The data
collection employed the structured in-depth interview by purposive sampling
with stakeholders and key informants totalling 27 people; and the lesson-
learned focus group discussion with stakeholders and key informants totalling
30 people consists of Buddhist monks or Buddhist monk developers,
representatives of village leaders, and representatives of community leaders.
Data were analyzed by the descriptive analysis.

The results were found as follows:

1. The practical guidelines for applying Buddhist principles in the cultural

communication with the highland ethnic groups of the Buddhist monk developer



network are to be proactive and to teach people in the community with the basic
Buddhist principles that they can practice in their daily lives such the five precepts
and chanting; to use the personal examples in the community and technology for

propagation.

2. The outcomes of learning process of cultural communication with the
highland ethnic groups of the Buddhist monk developer network are people in the
community can read and write their own dialect language better; and they can have
more understanding the Buddhist principles; they have harmony, earning their lives in
a right way, and support the temples’ cultural activities; and they preserve and
continue their own ethnic culture.

3. The practical guidelines and the learning process of the cultural
communication with the highland ethnic groups of the Buddhist monk developer
network can be effective or not depending upon the following factors: 1.sender:
Buddhist monk developer should have knowledse, virtues, and friendship with the
receivers; 2.message: message should be beneficial for the highland ethnic group to
apply in their daily lives; 3.Channel: personal channel and technology; 4.receiver:
good receivers must have five Ubasakadhamma (qualities of an excellent lay disciple)
and follow the Kalamasutta (how to deal with doubtful matters); 5 They must work
with the highland ethnic groups as a team and networks.

4. The model of the practical guidelines and the learming process of the
cultural communication with the highland ethnic groups of the Buddhist monk
developer network: target areas in the districts of Sop Moei, Mae La Noi, Khun Yuam
and Muang Maehongson consists of spider web, mountain, and river which have their
significances as follows: the spider web means the working network; the mountain
stands for the highland ethnic groups in Maehongson; and the river is represented by
the symbol of helping each other in education, health, volunteerism, and local
culture conservation that flows down to every community for the sustainability of

Maehongson.

Keywords: Cultural Communication, Network, Buddhist Monk Developer, Highland
Ethnic Groups
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ABSTRACT

This study has four objectives: 1. to study practical guidelines for applying
Buddhist principles in the cultural communication with the highland ethnic groups of
the Buddhist monk developer network; 2. to monitor the outcome of learning
process of cultural communication with the highland ethnic groups of the Buddhist
monk developer network; 3. to analyze the practical guidelines and the learning
process of the cultural communication with the highland ethnic groups of the
Buddhist monk developer network; and 4. to synthesize the model of the practical
guidelines and the learning process of the cultural communication with the highland
ethnic groups of the Buddhist monk developer network: target areas in the districts of
Sop Moei, Mae La Noi, Khun Yuam and Muang Maehongson. The data collection
employed the structured in-depth interview by purposive sampling with
stakeholders and key informants totalling 27 people; and the lesson-learned
focus group discussion with stakeholders and key informants totalling 30
people consists of Buddhist monks or Buddhist monk developers,
representatives of village leaders, and representatives of community leaders.

Data were analyzed by the descriptive analysis.

The results were found as follows:

1. The practical guidelines for applying Buddhist principles in the cultural
communication with the highland ethnic groups of the Buddhist monk developer
network are to be proactive and to teach people in the community with the basic
Buddhist principles that they can practice in their daily lives such the five precepts
and chanting; to use the personal examples in the community and technology for

propagation.
2. The outcomes of learning process of cultural communication with the

highland ethnic groups of the Buddhist monk developer network are people in the



e e’

community can read and write their own dialect language better; and they can have
more understanding the Buddhist principles; they have harmony, earning their lives in
a right way, and support the temples’ cultural activities; and they preserve and
continue their own ethnic culture.

3. The practical guidelines and the learning process of the cultural
communication with the highland ethnic groups of the Buddhist monk developer
network can be effective or not depending upon the following factors: 1.sender:
Buddhist monk developer should have knowledge, virtues, and friendship with the
receivers; 2.message: message should be beneficial for the highland ethnic group to
apply in their daily lives; 3.Channel: personal channel and technology; 4.receiver:
good receivers must have five Ubasakadhamma (qualities of an excellent lay disciple)
and follow the Kalamasutta (how to deal with doubtful matters); 5 They must work

with the highland ethnic groups as a team and networks.

4. The model of the practical guidelines and the learning process of the
cultural communication with the highland ethnic groups of the Buddhist monk
developer network: target areas in the districts of Sop Moei, Mae La Noi, Khun Yuam
and Muang Maehongson consists of spider web, mountain, and river which have their
significances as follows: the spider web means the working network; the mountain
stands for the highland ethnic groups in Maehongson; and the river is represented by
the symbol of helping each other in education, health, volunteerism, and local
culture conservation that flows down to every community for the sustainability of

Maehongson.

Keywords: Cultural Communication, Network, Buddhist Monk Developer, Highland
Ethnic Groups
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