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ABSTRACT

This research intends to explain the way of life, backeround, adaptation and
transnational social relation networking process of the transnational student-monks from
ASEAN countries in the Greater Mekong Sub-region [GMS] in Thailand which studying at the
Mahachulalongkornrajawithayalai University. The target groups were selected both from the
main campus at Ayutthaya and the other campuses in North and Northeast region.

The study indicated that the transnational student-monks from neighboring
countries in ASEAN and in the Greater Mekong Sub-region come to study in Thailand clearly
at the end of 1997 by 2 factors. Firstly; the push factors were (1) the economic condition of
the family (2) the lack of self-development opportunity of the country of origin, (3) the
political factors. Secondly; the pull factors were (1) geographical factors (2) socio-cultural
factors and (3) institutional identity.

For the adaptation, the study found that the transnational student-monks have
both social and cultural adaptation especially the language’s adaptation. Besides that, as the
“alien” they have to face some problems in everyday life, then they have to create the
social network relation for changed their social position in 3 types; the social network relation
with the homeland, the individual social network relation and the association or club.
Keywords: Transnational Student-Monks, Network, Greater Mekong Sub-region, Way of Life,

Adaptation, Transnational Social Relations Network
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Abstract

This research intends to explain the way of life, background, adaptation and
transnational social relation networking process of the transnational student-monks
from ASEAN countries in the Greater Mekong Sub-region [GMS] in Thailand which
studying at the Mahachulalongkornrajawithayalai University. The target groups were
selected both from the main campus at Ayutthaya and the other campuses in North

and Northeast region.

The study indicated that the transnational student-monks from neighboring
countries in ASEAN and in the Greater Mekong Sub-region come to study in Thailand
clearly at the end of exael by o factors. Firstly; the push factors were (@) the economic
condition of the family (o) the lack of self-development opportunity of the country of
origin, (en) the political factors. Secondly; the pull factors were (@) geographical factors

() socio-cultural factors and (en) institutional identity.

For the adaptation, the study found that the transnational student-monks
have both social and cultural adaptation especially the language’s adaptation. Besides
that, as the “alien” they have to face some problems in everyday life, then they have
to create the social network relation for changed their social position in e types; the
social network relation with the homeland, the individual social network relation and

the association or club.

Keywords: Transnational Student-Monks, Network, Greater Mekong Sub-region, Way of

Life, Adaptation, Transnational Social Relations Network
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