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ABSTRACT

This research aims at studying the essence and structure of
Mahaparinibbana Sutta, philosophical issues in the Sutta, and values of the Sutta
towards the contemporary society. This is a documentary research mainly based on the
Pali Tipitaka and its related sources.

The study revealed that Mahaparinibbana Sutta is the longest sutta in
Tipitaka. Its contents are divided into six portions for recitation (Bhanavara). It begins
with the story of King Ajatasattu thinking about defeating the land of Vajji and sending
Brahmin Vassakara to meet the Buddha on the Gijjhakuta hill, Rajagaha. Then the
Buddha accompanied by Venerable Ananda and many Bhikkhus went to the land of
Vajji, Vesali, Pava and Kusinara for his final passing away and lied down on the right
side under the twin Sala trees in the park of Malla princes, respectively. During his
journey from Rajagaha up to Kusinara, he met and preached various persons. Before
passing away, he told to undertake the teaching and discipline he had taught to be the
teacher and to live mindfully. The Sutta ends at the division of the Buddha’s relics after
the cremation ceremony.

The Sutta is systemically grouped in Mahavagga of Dighanikaya according to
its long contents. There are many repeated sentences such as Tisikkha or threefold
training available throughout the Sutta. It is because of collecting some contents from
other sources in other Pitaka to make it longer. However, some short contents in the
Sutta are also extended in other Suttas, for examples, Mahasudassana Sutta extending

last birth of the Buddha as Universal Monarch Mahasudassana.



For a philosophical approach to which branches of philosophy are divided, it
is founded that there mentioned the ultimate good, according to Ethics, the happiness in
two levels: basic happiness or sensual pleasures and advanced happiness, i.e.
Nibbana. The path leading to the happiness is variously mentioned throughout the Sutta.
However, it can be concluded as Tisikkha, i.e. Sila or moral conducts leading to the
basic happiness and Samadhi or concentration and Panna or wisdom leading to the
advanced happiness. For issues in Metaphysics, there are extraordinary beings: Mara or
gods of evil, and Deva or deities. They bear supernatural powers because of their good
deeds accumulated in previous births. For example, they brought the heavenly offerings
to pay homage to the Buddha. For Deductive Logic, Venerable Sariputta showed how
he gained deep faith in the Buddha. For Epistemology with regard to the origins of
knowledge, there is a criterion for accessing knowledge called the fourfold
Mahapadesa. And with regard to the origin of knowledge in the extra-sensory
perception, it is common to the Buddha and Venerable Anuruddha to perform such
extraordinary incidents, for examples, invisibly wandering, knowing whereabouts lives
after death, making dirty water clear. It is because of their serious practices to attain
arahantship and other super-knowledge.

For the values of the Sutta towards the society, the Buddha's words in the
Sutta led to the values in Ethics and Aesthetics, the ethical values are extrinsic values as
the medium to higher goodness. They are the four pilgrimage sites relating to Buddha'’s
birth place, enlightenment, first sermon, and passing away, the popularity of
constructing a Stupa of relics, regarding the Buddha's teaching and discipline as
depicted in Tipitaka as the teacher, and the international recognition of the Day of
Vesak. The aesthetical values refer to the spiritual values divided into two levels: 1)
aesthetical sensation with momentary feelings of impression and happiness towards the
four pilgrimage sites, stupas, Tipitaka or the Day of Vesak, and 2) aesthetical

contemplation with deep impression and insight developed from the sensation.
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