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Abstract

This research is made up of the following objectives; 1) to develop
activities and knowledge of Buddhism-based communication innovations, 2) to create
activities and knowledge of Buddhism-based communication innovation knowledge
to promote media literacy among Thai youth, and 3) to assess Buddhism-oriented
media literacy of Thai youth. This research was conducted through the use of a
mixed method study using descriptive research methodology which consisted of the
following steps; the development of activities and knowledge of innovative
Buddhism-related communications. Thereafter, a focus group discussion was
conducted to create a set of activities and knowledge for Buddhism-related
innovative communication methods to promote media literacy among Thai youth. A
sample group was then trained and data was collected through the use of a
quantitative research method to analyze the effectiveness of the training, both
before and after the activity. The study was summarized through a descriptive
discussion.

Results of the study revealed the following:

1. The development of activities and knowledge of Buddhism-related
innovative communication methods for both of the schools, namely Chulamani
Sisaket Secondary School and Surin Rajamangala School, was by utilizing the
common factors of the two schools as a model, which consists of;

1) Applying Buddhism principles in administrative practices.

2) Active participation



3) Applying technology in communications.

4) Stimulate thinking.

5) Conduct practices as an example.

6) Coordinate cooperative efforts.

7) Selection of persons according to specified conditions.

8) Apply the principle of being a true friend.

2. Create a set of knowledge-based activities with regards to innovative
Buddhism-related communication methods to promote media literacy among Thai
whereby the researcher reproduced the model from the 2 schools and applied it in
Wang Noi District of Ayutthaya province. The details of activities are as follows:

Activity 1: Communication activities for Buddhism learnings, consist of
activities that allow students to learn about normal teaching practices and teachings
based on Buddhist principles, by providing a comparative lecture on both types of
teachings to enable the students to communicate in their own ideas and convey it
to their peers at the same generational level, and thereby, express their opinions
collectively.

Activity 2: Communication activities in a Buddhist society, is an activity
that encourage students to make themselves understood in society through the use
and integration of Buddhist principles. The activity made use of the display of several
generic picture cards in which the students have seen before for a short period of
time. They were then asked to choose the most pleasing card. Teachers would then
explain to the students to consider the picture and think about how it matches
themselves. Thereafter, the students were then asked to pair up with their friends
and have them explain the picture to their friends, and then alternately their friends
would narrate about their own picture card, which is as a way to exchange ideas in
society

Activity 3: Communication activities for Buddhism-related livelihood,
are activities that allow students to ponder about their current situation and prepare
themselves for future life situations. It calls for the students to form groups of 4-5
persons, and the teacher will have mention phrases such as, “try to survive, two
hundred years from now, mercy, I'm happy, let us breathe, etc, to encourage
students to help each other think that if living in the present consist of happiness,
suffering, and problems, how then will the students communicate to others in
society to be aware of such factors and feel at ease in a Buddhism-related way? The
students were also encouraged to think and discuss and exchange ideas on learning

on how to live in society harmoniously.



Activity 4: Activities to drive innovative Buddhism-related
communication to promote media literacy among Thai youth, is an activity that
allows learners to effectively learn and keep up with the current situation, and not
get caught up in the social media whirlpool. They are taught to always be mindful of
the media by being distributed Ad-sized papers with the question; “when a student
can be one who can help nip the problem in the bud, what would they like to say
to people in society?” The students were asked explain and write down their
thoughts on the Ad-sized paper as a way of expressing their opinions through written
text, and use their own ideas to communicate with themselves, with people who are
close to them in society, and use it as a protective shield against the dangerous
social media pitfalls.

3. The assessment of the set of innovative knowledge-based activities
of Buddhism-related communication to promote media literacy among Thai youth,
revealed that they were at a high level in all 4 aspects, namely the speakers,

location / duration / food, staff services, as well as cognitive aspects.
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