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ABSTRACT

In this research, three objectives were purposely made: 1) to study the history
and body of knowledge on Davaravati civilization, 2) to map out the archeological layout
plan of Davaravati civilization in the area of Suphan Buri province, and 3) to study the
route of Buddhist propagation in the Davaravati civilization. This research employed the
mixed method research methodology, qualitative and documentary research
methodology where the systematic research design, research tool, and research data
collection were carefully made; it also included the in-depth interview in the following
areas: Amphoe U Thong District of Suphan Buri province, Amphoe Phanom Thuan District
of Kanchanaburi province, Amphoe Kamphaeng Saen District of Nakhon Pathom province

and Amphoe Meuang District of Ratchaburi province.
The research results were clearly found that:

The history and the knowledge of Dvaravati civilization can be divided into 4
eras: 1) The age before Dvaravati period (the 6" -11" Buddhist era) comprised of ancient
sites and antiques where its characteristics of art are of Amravati originating the art of
Dvaravat in the first age and then the art of Gupta period becomes the golden age of

ancient Indian age where its progress covered the north and the south regions of India.



The art of Pallava originated at the time when the south region of India was under the
progress of trade with foreign countries and the art of Pala shed the light of progress at
the north of India. 2) The age of early Dvaravati (the 12" -13" Buddhist era) referred to
the period where discovery of art works in the central and southern area of Thailand
was done and they signified the import from India; mostly they belong to the art works
of Amravati period, Gupta and after Gupta periods respectively. 3) The medieval age of
Dvéravati (the 14" -15" Buddhist era) referred the period where general sculptures were
evolutionarily imitated from Indian art in the first age and were appropriately modified
by the regional influences resulting in the uniqueness of Dvaravati art, and 4) the final
age of Dvéravati (the 16™ -18" Buddhist era) referred the period when the centrality of
Dvdravati was gradually decentralized and replaced by the political influence and

Khmer’s art.

In Suphan Buri province, the layout plan of Dvdravati civilization was found
from religious sites which were established in Buddhism where the appearance of
statutes of Buddha, Buddhist images and two big ancient religious places. Out of them,
the rests are of the foundation of small pagodas and some of them are completely
ruined. It was found that inside of the ancient city the antiques in Brahmanism were also
found and it could be claimed that Brahmanism was also observed. In the peripheral
area surrounding ancient city of U Thong there could be the place where most of
Buddhist people lived which would indicate the relationship with Buddhist people in
the ancient city. However, there appeared many ancient sites that were already ruined.
Although the discovery of pieces of sculptures despite its fewness were found, yet they
belonged to the sculptures of religious places as its decoration and that proved that the
establishment of religious places in this city was made since the 8" -10" of Buddhist
era. Though Buddhist sites collapsed, yet there remained pieces of sculptures made

from baked clay and stucco which were used to decorate the mentioned Buddhist sites.



Consequently, they become the essential evidences in the sense that Buddhism was

the faith of regional people since then.

When it comes to the route of Buddhist propagation in the Dvaravati
civilization, there appear the City of U thong and Ban Don Ta Pet whereby the evidence
in establishing the community was made before 2,500 years through the utilization of
the main river named Thuan and Jorakhe Samphan. In this, the community in Ban Don
Ta Pet located on the route of world trade between China and India which was somehow
linked by Mae Khlong River, the stream Thuan River, Jorakhe Samphan River, stream of
Tha Wah River, and Tha Jeen River whereby far away relation on trade with other
community was actively done. It is claimed by historians that the community in Ban Don
Ta Pet used to become the land of incubation of history, society, culture, economy and
government and then lead to the city of U Thong where the development of Dvaravati
civilization was originated by the urbanization the area which was near to the ocean
resulting in the identity of DvaravatT civilization by the help of the route that linked with
community of Ban Don Ta Pet and city of U Thong which became the ancient community
since the iron age through the stream of Thuan River and Jorakhe Samphan River and
later on it was widely and vastly spread by the advent of language, art and culture,
Buddhism and trade that linked the networks of exchanges of various countries. In
addition, the hypothesis also indicated that the city of Koobua was also the important
port city whereby the transportation of goods could be done through the main significant

rivers, Mae Khlong River, Thuan River, Wah River, Tha Jeen River, for instance.
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