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ABSTRACT

The research titled “Historical Study and Community Tourism Activities of
Khmer castle in Surin province” had the 3 objectives as follows: 1) to study the
history of Khmer castle community in Surin 2) to study the tourism activities of
Khmer castle community in Surin 3) To study tourism management of the Khmer
castle community in Surin. This research uses a qualitative research method. It
consists of in-depth interviews from 2 6 people involved in the Khmer castle
community by studying the documents related to the history and tourism activities
of the Khmer castle community in Surin. The data were collected and analyzed by
means of descriptive analysis.

The results showed that

Regarding the history of the Khmer castle community in Surin, from the
archaeological evidence excavated in the area of Surin province, there are many
ancient civilizations of the Late Metal Age community, representing the prosperity of
art, architecture, culture, religion, economy, and governance, and the oldest most
ancient stone castle. The best in Thailand built during the 12th Buddhist century as
part of "Chenla Empire Khmer castles in Surin province found that there are 3 6
places in 1 5 districts. It appears that there are Khmer castles located, namely,
Mueang Surin District, Kap Choeng District, Prasat District, Buachet District,
Sikhoraphum District, Chom Phra District, Tha Tum District, Sangkha District, Phanom
Dong Rak District, Non Narai District, Rattanaburi District, Amphoe Khwao Sinrin,
Amphoe Lamduan, Amphoe Samrong Thap, and Amphoe Sanom, each of which has
a different condition of the building and area, some of which are quite perfect.
However, there are many places where the condition of the castle is severely

damaged and has not been restored.



()

2. Tourism activities of the Prasat Khmer community in Surin, from the study,
there were only 12 Khmer castles that the local government, the private sector, and
the community-supported tourism activities in the Khmer castle area. This is
popularly organized in the form of sacrificial offerings and a light and sound show
telling the story of the history and legends about the Khmer castle in each area
which are activities that are organized according to the time frame. When tourists
come to travel, they must only come during activities organized by the local
government because activities that can be done in the Khmer castle community area
are limited. Besides, they can be done only by taking pictures and studying the
history of that castle. Moreover, there are some places where you can buy items that
are sold on the castle grounds. The 12 Khmer castles are Sikhoraphum castle, Chang
Bei Castle, Ban Anan Castle, Phum Phon castle, Ban Chan Castle, Muenchai Castle, Ta
Muen Thom castle, Ta Kwai castle, Beng castle, Yai Ngao castle, Tam Mon castle, and
Trapiang Tia castle, etc.,, can continue to expand local activities and create an
economy in the community.

3. Tourism management of the Khmer castle community in Surin Province,
from limitations in many areas including and the integrity of the Khmer castle itself,
the attractiveness of the Khmer castle is less. Tourism management in each area is
still the main agency, the Fine Arts Office 10 (Nakhon Ratchasima), the Fine Arts
Department owns the area to manage and provide facilities to occur in the area. But
with the number of Khmer castles, both registered and unregistered, there are about
39, which exceeds the capacity of the Fine Arts Office 10 (Nakhon Ratchasima). The
ability to help maintain and be able to assist in the initial management to take care
of the Khmer castle area. From the above limitations in Surin, there are only a few
Khmer castles that have the potential to be the province's leading tourist attractions
which have limitations in many aspects such as a remote location tourism facilities
services in the castle area, etc.,, by the Khmer castle with outstanding potential,
consisting of Ta Muen castle Group, Ta Kwai castle, Sikhoraphum castle, Phum Phon
castle, Ban Pluang castle, Thanong castle, Ban Plai castle, and Yai-Ngao castle. All of

them are still beautiful and complete if they are further developed, they will attract



the attention of specific tourists who are interested in Khmer castles. These tourist

groups are the specific group that has a small number.
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ABSTRACT

The research titled “Historical Study and Community Tourism Activities of
Khmer castle in Surin province” had the 3 objectives as follows: 1) to study the
history of Khmer castle community in Surin 2) to study the tourism activities of
Khmer castle community in Surin 3) To study tourism management of the Khmer
castle community in Surin. This research uses a qualitative research method. It
consists of in-depth interviews from 2 6 people involved in the Khmer castle
community by studying the documents related to the history and tourism activities
of the Khmer castle community in Surin. The data were collected and analyzed by
means of descriptive analysis.

The results showed that

Regarding the history of the Khmer castle community in Surin, from the
archaeological evidence excavated in the area of Surin province, there are many
ancient civilizations of the Late Metal Age community, representing the prosperity of
art, architecture, culture, religion, economy, and governance, and the oldest most
ancient stone castle. The best in Thailand built during the 12th Buddhist century as
part of "Chenla Empire Khmer castles in Surin province found that there are 3 6
places in 15 districts. It appears that there are Khmer castles located, namely,
Mueang Surin District, Kap Choeng District, Prasat District, Buachet District,
Sikhoraphum District, Chom Phra District, Tha Tum District, Sangkha District, Phanom
Dong Rak District, Non Narai District, Rattanaburi District, Amphoe Khwao Sinrin,
Amphoe Lamduan, Amphoe Samrong Thap, and Amphoe Sanom, each of which has
a different condition of the building and area, some of which are quite perfect.
However, there are many places where the condition of the castle is severely
damaged and has not been restored.

2. Tourism activities of the Prasat Khmer community in Surin, from the study,
there were only 12 Khmer castles that the local government, the private sector, and
the community-supported tourism activities in the Khmer castle area. This is
popularly organized in the form of sacrificial offerings and a light and sound show
telling the story of the history and legends about the Khmer castle in each area
which are activities that are organized according to the time frame. When tourists

come to travel, they must only come during activities organized by the local
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government because activities that can be done in the Khmer castle community area
are limited. Besides, they can be done only by taking pictures and studying the
history of that castle. Moreover, there are some places where you can buy items that
are sold on the castle grounds. The 12 Khmer castles are Sikhoraphum castle, Chang
Bei Castle, Ban Anan Castle, Phum Phon castle, Ban Chan Castle, Muenchai Castle, Ta
Muen Thom castle, Ta Kwai castle, Beng castle, Yai Ngao castle, Tam Mon castle, and
Trapiang Tia castle, etc.,, can continue to expand local activities and create an
economy in the community.

3. Tourism management of the Khmer castle community in Surin Province,
from limitations in many areas including and the integrity of the Khmer castle itself,
the attractiveness of the Khmer castle is less. Tourism management in each area is
still the main agency, the Fine Arts Office 10 (Nakhon Ratchasima), the Fine Arts
Department owns the area to manage and provide facilities to occur in the area. But
with the number of Khmer castles, both registered and unregistered, there are about
39, which exceeds the capacity of the Fine Arts Office 10 (Nakhon Ratchasima). The
ability to help maintain and be able to assist in the initial management to take care
of the Khmer castle area. From the above limitations in Surin, there are only a few
Khmer castles that have the potential to be the province's leading tourist attractions
which have limitations in many aspects such as a remote location tourism facilities
services in the castle area, etc.,, by the Khmer castle with outstanding potential,
consisting of Ta Muen castle Group, Ta Kwai castle, Sikhoraphum castle, Phum Phon
castle, Ban Pluang castle, Thanong castle, Ban Plai castle, and Yai-Ngao castle. All of
them are still beautiful and complete if they are further developed, they will attract
the attention of specific tourists who are interested in Khmer castles. These tourist
groups are the specific group that has a small number.

Keywords: HISTORICAL STUDY, TOURISM ACTIVITIES, PRASAT KHMER COMMUNITY,
SURIN PROVINCE
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