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Abstract

The Objectives of this research are as follows 1) to study the interpretation of
“Dhamma” by Buddhadasa Bhikkhu, 2) to analyze the interpretation of “Dhamma” by
Buddhadasa Bhikkhu, and 3) to analyze the influence of Buddhadasa Bhikkhu’s view over

academics and the way of life of people in Thai society.
The research findings are:

Buddhadasa Bhikkhu has interpreted “Dhamma” in four ways, namely (1) “Dhamma”
as nature, that is natural phenomena of things conditioned or unconditioned by causes
either merit, demerit and/or neutrality; (2) “Dhamma” as rule or principle of nature, that
is the principle controlling condition of nature like the being so and the dependent origination
etc., (3) “Dhamma” as the function or duty conforming to the nature, that is a man’s duty
to observe in their life, like the Eightfold Noble Path, and (4) “Dhamma” as a result of the
“fruit yielding” from the practice of the right duty leading to the Path, the Result and the
Goal of Nibbana i.e. Buddhist Summum Bonum.

The prominent teachings of Buddhadasa Bhikkhu are Tathata, the being so,
Idappacayata, the dependent origination, and Sunnata, the void, especially the “void mindfulness”.
Buddhadasa Bhikkhu has interpreted and exposed the meanings of “dhamma” by his own
comprehension which he has claimed as the true interpretation according to the Buddha’s
purpose. However, the thought and ideas of Buddhadasa Bhikkhu influences many Buddhist
scholars. It is assumed that Buddhadasa Bhikkhu might have been influenced by Zen doctrines
of Wei Lang and Huang Po which he has previously translated into Thai. Besides, his ideas
influences Thai society in many aspects such as educational works, social environment and

economic policies, etc.

Keywords: Anglytical, Interpret, Dham, Dhama
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