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ABSTRACT

This research paper entitled “A Study of Factors Influenced over King Lithai’s
Tebhumikatha” is of two objectives, viz. (1) to study the structures of Tebhumikatha and
analyze factors to the author’s composition of Tebhumikatha; and (2) to provide a model of
innovative development suitable to the way of life of Thai society at present. Research
Methodology is a documentary research by which data appeared in Tebhumikatha are main
points with further composition from Buddhist Canons, commentaries and canonical texts
depicting influences over King Lithai’s Tebhlimikatha. After analysis, then synthesis was taken to
present the innovation from Tebhtmikatha@ at present in Thai society.

Findings were that Three Planes, i.e., the lower worlds, the human world, and the
heaven in which beings are to be born after death. If they do good, they shall be born in the
human or heaven world. If they do evil, they shall be born in the lower world. The factors that
influenced King Lithai to have written Tebhiimikath@ came from politics and government system,
the propagation of Buddhism into Thailand along with Buddhist arts and literature, including the
Buddhist teachings engaged for social morale. All these factors were based on the interrelations
among Buddhist Theravadin countries of India, Lanka, Burma, and Thailand in those periods. In
this research, mentions are there on each factor as well as their influences toward the
succeeding periods of Thailand. Lastly, innovation media on cosmology, hells-heavens, the law
of karma, and the Buddhist principles for social goodness are reviewed and exhibited. What to
be focused is on the creative idea of innovation derived from Buddhist arts especially
architectures and sculptures of which their forms and patterns have been developed in later

periods of Thai society.

Keywords: (Tebhiimikatha), (Tebhumikatha) (Innovation media)
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