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ABSTRACT

This research entitled Buddhist Ethics and Guidelines for Solving Problem
of Surrogacy in Thai Society has three objectives: 1) to study the problem of
surrogacy in Thai society, 2) to study the Buddhist virtues concerning the surrogacy in
Thai society, and 3) to analyze the guidelines to solve the problem of surrogacy in
Thai society according to the Buddhist virtues. This is a qualitative research done by

studying academic documents and in-depth interview.

In the research, it was found that in Thai society the problem of infertility
can be solved through the assisted reproductive technology. Later on, such a
technique was introduced to be used in the surrogacy which was made through the
injection of sperm into woman’s ovum whose contract was made as a surrogate
mother and thereby giving rise to the pregnancy. In this matter, before contracting
both sides need agreement. It is said that such an action has been giving rise to
various problems, moral issues, for instance. In fact, if viewed from religious points of
angle, the surrogacy is mainly concerned with the giving birth through woman’s
womb, yet such a birth is not naturally created; it is produced by the assisted
reproductive technology and this technique would precipitate the following
problems, killing of stem cell, moral issue on defame of human being’s dignity,
exploitation, legal issues on children’s rights, parenthood, legitimacy of contract in

the surrogacy and ethical issues etc.



Here Buddhist ethics and problem of surrogacy in Thai society mean the co-
consideration of the Buddhist ethical principles and problem of surrogacy in terms of
law especially the law concerning people’s good morality. In this matter, the scrutiny
is purposely extended to examine the very intention of couple in undertaking the
surrogacy and of a woman who comes to such a contract. As regards the medical
problem, it is aimed at utilizing the reproductive technology. With respect to this
technique, the Buddhist ethics cannot be applied into the matter of reproduction
but it clearly puts the great emphasis on the fact that once one is born then
following such ethical principles is required, and the medical ethics is also needed to
carried out through good will while performing the prescribed duty including social
ethics where social happiness is necessary. Furthermore, in this regard, the individual

ethics should also be extended to avoid surrogacy respectively.

As far as the research is concerned, the guidelines to solve the problem
of surrogacy based on the Buddhist virtues were put forward to be considered as
follows: the legal problem can be solved through right paths, right speech, action
and likelihood; these right paths are critically taken into account when face with
what is morally allowed and what is not morally allowed. In the problem of rights, it
can be solved through the aspiration and loving kindness. In the medical problem, it
can be solved through the right understanding of the law biology, the first precept
on deprivation of life and the third precept on sexual misconduct including providing
the right critical understanding before taking the contract of surrogacy. Apart from
these ways, the medical problem can also be solved by means of the qualities of
being a good man. By virtue of these principles, many indicators and qualifications
can be properly understood while making the contract of surrogacy. Finally, in the
area of morality based on the Buddhist virtues, the mentioned problem can be
alternatively solved through the four sublime states of mind, six directions and the
four bases of social solidarity wherein the sense of goodness while undergoing
surrogate motherhood can be increased. Under these ways of practice, one who
needs to have a baby through this technique can come to have the real
understanding of the surrogate problem caused by such a method and thereby
gradually reducing one’s desire to have a baby by not taking it through putting an

end to the suffering instead.
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Ye3AuLTuINTAN (Predicting the quality of motherhood) Tnensazuenitlasaisaziduy

9

°° d.8. (L8) o&/oad/os, &. 8. (IN8) 0&/one/ mme.

* wszssaulgn (U.e. Ugaln), waurynsuwnsaans aduuszunasssy, iuindiil oo,
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°“ Gregory, E. Pence, Classic Cases in Medical Ethics: Accounts of Cases That
Have Shaped Medical Ethics with Philosophical, Legal, and Historical Backgrounds, (2™ Ed.),
(New York: McGraw-Hill, 1995), pp. 133-144.
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°> aynan ians, “donnidesvestinanifousonsd n1sduyn”, Ussrnsuazniswaun, 9
7l e aUil o (Funan oees): 1 <

* Peter, Harvey, An Introduction to Buddhist Ethics, (United Kingdom: Cambridge
University Press, 2000), pp. 8-122.

°% Hammalawa, Saddhatissa, Buddhist Ethics, (Boston: Wisdom Publications, 2003),

oNee

9 6,

pp. 1-149.
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Abstract

This research entitled 1) to study the problem of surrogacy in Thai
society, 2) to study and to analyze the Buddhist virtues concerning the surrogacy in
Thai society. This is a qualitative research done by studying academic documents

and in-depth interview.

In the research, it was found that in Thai society the problem of infertility
can be solved through the assisted reproductive technology. In this matter, an action
has been giving rise to various problems, moral issues. In fact, if viewed from religious
points of angle, the surrogacy is mainly concerned with the giving birth through
woman’s womb, yet such a birth is not naturally created; it is produced by the
assisted reproductive technology, moral issue on defame of human being’s dignity,

exploitation, legal issues on children’s rights, parenthood etc.

The guidelines to solve the problem of surrogacy based on the Buddhist
virtues were put forward to be considered as follows: the legal problem can be
solved through the Noble Paths when face with what is morally allowed and what is
not morally allowed. In the problem of rights, it can be solved through the aspiration
and loving kindness. In the medical problem, it can be solved through the right
understanding of the law biology, the precept including providing the right critical
understanding before taking the contract of surrogacy. The medical problem can
also be solved by means of the qualities of being a good man. By virtue of these
principles, many indicators and qualifications can be properly understood while
making the contract of surrogacy. Finally, in the area of morality based on the
Buddhist virtues, the mentioned problem can be alternatively solved through the
four sublime states of mind, six directions and the four bases of social solidarity
wherein the sense of goodness while undergoing surrogate motherhood can be
increased. Under these ways of practice, one who needs to have a baby through this

technique can come to have the real understanding of the surrogate problem
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caused by such a method and thereby gradually reducing one’s desire to have a

baby by not taking it through putting an end to the suffering instead.

Keywords: Buddhist Ethics; Problem of Surrogacy; Thai Society
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